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* Caltrans commends FCOG for including Chapter 3 Environmental Justice Report: Ensuring
Meaningful Involvement for All People as part of the RTP. Tt can be referred to as a model for
the development of other RTP’s for other counties within the San J oaquin Valley.

 Chapter 5-7: Caltrans recommends a section within this chapter to address the development of an
Active Transportation Plan (ATP) for strategies to secure Active Transportation Program
funding. The ATP Design Plan could provide an assessment of previously funded Caltrans
Environmental Justice and Community Based Transportation Planning Grant projects. There
could also be a strong connection between an Active Transportation Plan and Chapter 3 on
Environmental Justice.

Office of Traffic Operations

The RTP document addresses all modes of transportation: motor vehicles, transit, rail, goods movement,
bicycle and pedestrian, aviation, transportation systems management programs and projects for the
horizon year 2040.

The Transportation and Traffic portion of the RTP, among other State Regulations, identifies Senate Bill
(SB) 743 which creates a process to change analysis of transportation impacts under California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Under this bill, the focus of traffic analysis will shift from driver
delay to reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, creation of multi-modal networks and promotion of a
mix of land uses. Specifically, SB 743 requires the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research to
amend CEQA guidelines and provide an alternative to Level-of-Service (LOS) for evaluating
transportation impacts. Measurements of transportation impacts may include: vehicle miles traveled,
vehicle miles traveled per capita, automobile trip generation rates or automobile trips generated. It is
stated in the RTP document that SB 743 is not expected to take effect until 2015 and it is not directly
applicable to this EIR.

Under the Highways, Streets and Roads section of the EIR, State Route (SR) 269 should also be added
to the list of State Routes that provide north-south access.

The EIR portion of this document has incorporated different Environmental Impacts, their Mitigation
- Measures and the Significance After Mitigation. In general a project contained within the RTP would
result in a significant transportation impact if it:

¢ Causes an increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and
capacity.

* Exceeds a standard LOS established by the County Congestion Management Agency for
designated roads or highways.

® Results in a change in traffic patterns.

® Substantially increases hazards due to a design feature.
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¢ Results in inadequate emergency access.

* Conflicts with adopted policies, or programs supporting alternative modes of transportation.

HEADQUARTERS:
Division of Transportation Planning; Office of Regional & Interagency Planning (ORIP)

The Office of Regional and Interagency Planning, Regional Planning Branch has completed its review
of FCOG’s Draft 2014 RTP. We thank you for the opportunity to review and provide comments on the
RTP. We offer comments, suggestions, and questions on the following sections:

 The RTP Checklist should reference RTP content locations in the body of the RTP and give the
appropriate page number locations, not just Chapter or Appendix references.

* Clarify where in the RTP FCOG involved federal land management agencies during the
preparation of the RTP,

 Pages1-3 and 1-11 mention climate change issues. FCOG should consider Climate Change or
Adaptation related projects. Flooding or extreme heat events could both have negative impacts
on the State Highway System, as well as local county and city streets and roads.

® Page 1-19: The last six information bullets shown under the Transportation Improvement

Program (TIP) heading would be more appropriate under the heading of Long Range
Transportation (Plan).

» Chapter 4: The Sustainable Communities Strategy is mentioned and located throughout the RTP;
however, it is highlighted in Chapter 4 and describes how FCOG intends to meet their targets
using Scenario B.

* Page 4-2: It would be beneficial to expand the discussion and clarify in a specific location in the
RTP the broader role of vehicle miles traveled from public transit buses, heavy duty trucks, and
school buses.

* Pages 7-3 and 7-14: The Measure C % cent sales tax that expires 2027 is assumed to be renewed
and/or augmented, and it is assumed that the tax payers will vote to extend the Measure through
the life of this RTP. What are these assumptions based upon to ensure a financially constrained
RTP document for the 2027 to the 2040 time period?

Division of Aeronautics

The Division of Aeronautics once again wishes to compliment FCOG on the exceptional job of
integrating aviation interests into various sections.of the Draft RTP. There is sufficient detail to realize
that FCOG recognizes aviation as an important component of the regions health and prosperity. Further,

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integraied and efficient.iransporiation system
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the pro-active approach to Integrating aviation into a multi-rmodal transportation planning program
continues as a noteworthy approach for others outside the region to incorporate aviation into the region’s
multi-modal transportation system to serve the community for years to come. We appreciate the

Section 5.6 Aviation Overview:

Also, it is apparent that FCOG understands that there is a particular role of the Airport Land Use
Commission to protect the investment in aviation facilities by managing compatible land use
development, while improving airport connectivity between the various transportation modes. We
recommend that since airport improvement funding is of a higher priority, the Airport sponsors should
be sure to update the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) to ensure eli gibility for California Aid to Airports
Program (CAAP) funds. The federal Airport Capital Improvement Program (ACIP) process is
simultaneous with the State CIP update, and we have no reason to believe that federal AIP funds are

More information regarding the CIP and CAAP can be found on our website:
hitp://www.dot.ca.gov/ha/plannin /aeronaut/documents/casp/acip.htm. The Division of Aefonautics
funding is expected to be hi gher for FY 2014-15 and beyond due to a $4.00 transfer of funds from the
Airport Loan Program, which will partially be available for Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans.

If you have any questions concerning the comments provided, please call me at (559) 488-7307.

Sincerely,

District 6

C: Gail Miller, Michael Navarro, J. acqueline Hodaly, Marta Frausto, Lorena Mendibles, and Albert Lee
of Caltrans
Ray Sukys, Eric Eidlin of FTA
Jack Lord, Scott Carson of FHWA
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