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Baltimore’s Agony 

 

It has been especially heartbreaking this past 

week or so to observe Baltimore’s agony. For 

those of us who have lived in DC for a while, 

Baltimore has always been part of our extended 

metropolitan area – a terrific backyard with its 

magnificent Inner Harbor, great museums, the 

National Aquarium, renowned parks and cultural institutions and, 

of course, Orioles Park at Camden Yards. Some of the best urban 

revitalization in the country is just a short drive north on the 

Beltway and I-95. And yet, we’ve all known there has always 

been two Baltimores. 

 

   This week, the one far less visible to visitors suffered mightily. 

It has been sad to watch, even more so because over the years 

we’ve come to know and respect Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-

Blake and her staff and admired how they face the challenges 

confronting the City daily. We hope for better Baltimore days 

ahead. We thought you would be interested in reading President 

Obama’s Remarks on Baltimore at his press conference earlier 

this week, as well as some thoughts yesterday from Mayor 

Rawlings-Blake. – Len Simon 
 

COPS Hiring Program and CPD Details Released 

 

   Yesterday, you received a memo from us with details on the 

FY15 COPS Hiring Program and Community Policing 

Development program. The application deadline is June 19. 

For more, including the various initiatives associated with the 

programs, click on our FY15 COPS Programs Memo. 

 

Deep House Cuts in Key Programs 

 

   This week, the House Transportation-HUD subcommittee 

marked up its FY16 spending plan and the news, while not as bad 

as some expected, was troublesome in key areas. The CDBG 

program would receive near level-funding at $3.06 billion, which 

is good news, and HUD-VASH vouchers would receive level-

funding of $75 million. But the bill prevents any money from 

being moved into the National Housing Trust Fund (NHTF) by 

Congress or any federal agency. The HOME program would 

receive $767 million, a cut of $133 million from current levels, 

but any funding that would be directed into the NHTF would 

automatically be moved into the HOME program. 

 

   HUD’s Public and Indian Housing office, which funds 

Section 8 vouchers and other Public Housing programs, is 

provided $26.8 billion, an increase of $353 million from FY15. 

The Moving-to-Work demonstration would continue to move 

forward. There is no mention of new Promise Zones or 

Promise Neighborhoods in the bill text. 

 

   The Federal Transit Administration would be cut overall 

by $161 million, down to $10.7 billion, but Transit formula 

grants would be level-funded at $8.6 billion. Overall, Capital 

Investment Grants, including “New and Small Starts,” would 

receive $1.9 billion, a cut of $200 million from FY15. TIGER 

Grants would receive only $100 million, a $400 million cut 

from the current level of $500 million. The bill provides level-

funding $40.25 billion from the Highway Trust Fund to be 

spent on the Federal-aid Highways Program, assuming 

Congress finds a way to put enough money into the Fund to 

make this spending level possible. The Federal Aviation 

Administration would receive $15.9 billion, $159 million 

above current levels. The bill prevents any new airport 

passenger facility and general aviation fees. For more, click 

on House Appropriations THUD Summary and Bill Text, 

APTA Press Release, or the National Low-Income Housing 

Coalition’s Press Release or FY16 HUD Budget Chart. 

 

   Meanwhile, this week, the House passed its Military-

Construction and Energy-Water spending bills by narrow 

margins with most Democrats voting no, consistent with a 

policy Democrats may well adopt this year to oppose all 

appropriations bills. Appropriations bills sent to the President 

without significant Democratic support may well be vetoed by 

him and his veto would almost certainly be sustained. A 

confrontation of this sort would be unfortunate, which has led 

some to believe that a negotiated settlement on spending levels, 

similar to the 2012 compromise budget deal, brokered by 

Senator Patty Murray and Rep. Paul Ryan, which could 

eliminate the lower sequestration spending caps, and allow 

more spending on domestic and defense programs, could be a 

directed outcome for all parties. We’ll keep you updated as 

budget developments continue (see our related story on the 

next page regarding the Budget resolution). 

 

   As discussed above, the Administration has brought out the 

veto card for the MilCon-VA and Energy-Water Bills. For 

more, click on House Passes MilCon-VA, House Passes 

Energy-Water, or White House Issues Veto Threats Against 

MilCon-VA and Energy-Water Bills. 

https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/4-28-15%20President%20Obama%20on%20Baltimore.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/4-28-15%20President%20Obama%20on%20Baltimore.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/4-30-15%20Baltimore%20Sun%20-%20Mayor%20Defends%20Record.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/4-30-15%20Baltimore%20Sun%20-%20Mayor%20Defends%20Record.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Leonard%20Simon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/75FFIGMN/u
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394177
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http://appropriations.house.gov/news/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=394186
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Former Local Leaders Unite 

 

We were pleased yesterday to be part of a 

gathering organized by Congressman Earl 

Blumenauer, a former Portland City Council 

member, featuring Secretary of Transportation 

Anthony Foxx, the former Mayor of 

Charlotte, designed to spur action on 

transportation reauthorization. 

 

   Both leaders are eager for Congress to get on with enactment of 

a short term “patch” to keep the transportation programs from 

expiring at the end of this month, followed by a long-term well-

funded reauthorization later this year. The Secretary emphasized 

how funding uncertainty disrupts the transportation planning 

process, noting, “Just imagine if you are a Governor or Mayor 

trying to do a big project.” But he also made clear that fixing the 

current shortfalls in transportation spending still leaves large 

unmet national needs. He urged transportation advocates to think 

big, as did President Eisenhower, when he proposed the National 

System of Interstate and Defense Highways. The Secretary also 

promoted the Obama Administration’s GROW AMERICA Act, 

which vastly expands transportation programs over six years with 

repatriation of corporate overseas profits. Finally, he discussed 

how DOT’s “Ladders of Opportunity” initiatives are 

transforming transportation programs. 

 

   Rep. Blumenauer, an advocate of raising, indexing, and 

ultimately getting rid of the federal gas tax, questioned why many 

states have raised their gas taxes this year yet leaders from those 

states continue to oppose a federal increase. He noted that the 

recent Medicare “Doc Fix” shows that the parties can work well 

together when they want to and hopes that the “governing wings” 

of both parties will arrive at a transportation funding solution. 

We’ll keep you updated. 

 

House Narrowly Approves Budget Framework 

 

   On Thursday, by a vote of 226-197, the House narrowly 

approved the concurrent budget resolution between the House and 

Senate for FY16. It includes overall discretionary spending of 

$523 billion for defense, $493.5 billion for domestic programs, 

and an additional $96 billion for the Pentagon through the 

Overseas Contingency Operations (OCO) account. It goes to the 

Senate for an expected vote next week. For more, click on 

Summary Press Release, Legislative Text, or Conference Report. 

 

Attorney General Loretta Lynch’s First Week 

 

Attorney General Loretta 

Lynch, after being sworn in 

by Vice President Joe Biden 

on Monday, immediately 

addressed the Baltimore 

situation and on Tuesday, 

participated in a local 

officials teleconference to further and discuss Baltimore. For 

more, click on Video of Swearing-In Ceremony, AG Lynch’s 

Remarks at Swearing-In, or AG Lynch’s Remarks on Baltimore. 

 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you grant 

notices on the HHS Assets for 

Independence Demonstration Program 

and our FY15 COPS Programs Memo. 

Please contact Jen Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

FY16 Senate Appropriations Hearings 

 

   This week, the Senate Appropriations Committee’s 

subcommittees held hearings on the Environmental Protection 

Agency, Department of Homeland Security, and Department of 

Health and Human Services. 

 

Congressman Chaffetz Pushes Forward on MFA 

 

   On Monday, Utah Rep. Jason Chaffetz told reporters, “We 

have a lot of outside support [for online sales tax legislation]. 

Governors, and state and local government are begging us to 

deal with this issue. We can’t ignore it. We need a real 

solution.” It is encouraging that his efforts continue despite a 

number of roadblocks in his way. We’ll keep you up to date! 

 

“My Brother’s Keeper” Update 

 

   The White House has reached out to remind all involved of 

their target deadlines for those participating in the My 

Brother’s Keeper initiative. They expect every MBK 

Community, by May 11, to either release its Local Action Plan 

or provide the White House with a clear strategy on how it will 

be completed and a date that the Plan will be released. For 

more, click on MBK Update Email. 

 

Promise Zones Announced 

 

   On Tuesday, the Obama Administration announced eight 

additional Promise Zone designations, with a third round 

expected to be announced in the summer. For more, click on 

HUD Promise Zones Announcement. 

 

Welcoming the Japanese Prime Minister 

 

On Tuesday, thanks to the White 

House Office of Intergovernmental 

Affairs, we were privileged to 

attend the White House welcoming 

ceremony for Japanese Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe. For more, 

click on Opening Remarks or 

Video of Prime Minister’s Address to Congress. 

 

🎶 Music of the Month 🎶 

 

   Our telephone’s hold music for the month of May is the great 

Tony Bennett. Call us and enjoy! 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 

http://budget.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=393947
http://budget.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy16_conf_agreement_leg_text.pdf
http://budget.house.gov/uploadedfiles/confrpt_on_s.con.res._11.pdf
http://www.c-span.org/video/?325606-1/attorney-general-loretta-lynch-swearingin-ceremony
http://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-loretta-e-lynch-delivers-remarks-swearing-vice-president-joe-biden
http://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-loretta-e-lynch-delivers-remarks-swearing-vice-president-joe-biden
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/statement-attorney-general-lynch-situation-baltimore
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/HHS%20Assets%20for%20Independence%20Demonstration%20Program.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/HHS%20Assets%20for%20Independence%20Demonstration%20Program.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Leonard%20Simon/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/75FFIGMN/u
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/interior-subcommittee-hearing-review-fy2016-epa-budget
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/interior-subcommittee-hearing-review-fy2016-epa-budget
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/homeland-security-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-department-homeland-security
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/labor-hhs-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-budget-request-department-health-and
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/labor-hhs-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-budget-request-department-health-and
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-1-15/4-14-15%20Broderick%20Johnson%20Email%20on%20MBK.pdf
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2015/HUDNo_15-049
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/28/remarks-president-obama-and-prime-minister-abe-japan-arrival-ceremony
http://www.c-span.org/video/?325576-2/japanese-prime-minister-shinzo-abe-addresses-joint-meeting-congress
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Enough movement on appropriations to believe “regular order” 

may be possible, an Attorney General at last, and much more 

this week! Here’s the highlights for your review. 

 

Appropriations Process Update 

 

This week, the House Appropriations Committee 

adopted allocations for its subcommittees and 

approved its Energy-Water and Military 

Construction-VA bills. The White House weighed 

in with its concerns on the bills, which means 

there will be battles ahead. The allocations, 

known as 302(b), keeps funding level for most programs with 

some adjustments. The Labor-HHS-Education bill is cut by 2%, 

down to $153.05 billion. However, the Transportation-HUD 

(THUD) bill would be increased by 2.7% from FY15 levels, up to 

$55.47 billion. Disagreements over THUD spending levels 

derailed the Appropriations process in the summer of 2013, and 

Committee Chairman Hal Rogers is trying to avoid a repeat of 

that situation. The THUD level could mean at least level funding 

for key programs such as CDBG, transit, public housing, and 

Section 8. 

 

   In addition, the House Report accompanying the MilCon-VA 

bill makes clear, on Page 19, that the Committee wants the 

Defense Department to identify which “30 percent of Defense 

facilities are in excess of mission requirements.” Lastly, it’s 

worth noting that as part of the Energy-Water bill, the Committee 

adopted an amendment by Rep. David Valadao putting hard 

deadlines on the Bureau of Reclamation to finish and submit 

feasibility studies for three dam expansion projects and two dam 

creation proposals in California. For more, click on House 

Subcommittee Allocations, MilCon-VA Report on “Excess” 

Defense Facilities, Rep. Valadao Water Amendment, Energy-

Water Approved, MilCon-VA Approved, or the Administration’s 

Concerns with the House Energy-Water and MilCon-VA Bills. 

 

   The Senate Appropriations Committee also got to work this 

week with hearings on its upcoming bills, including witness 

testimony from FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate and DOT 

Secretary Anthony Foxx. For more, click on Senate FY16 FEMA 

Hearing or Senate FY16 DOT Hearing. We’ll keep you updated. 

Loretta Lynch Confirmed as Attorney General 

 

   On Thursday, after a lengthy delay, Loretta Lynch was 

confirmed to become the country’s next Attorney General by 

a vote of 56 to 43 in the Senate. She is expected to be sworn 

in shortly. For more, click on Vote Breakdown. 

 

Emergency Order for Rail Tank Cars 

 

   DOT has announced an Emergency Order to require that 

trains transporting large amounts of “Class 3” flammable liquid 

through certain highly populated areas adhere to a maximum 

authorized operating speed limit of 40 miles per hour in High 

Threat Urban Areas. In another freight development, on 

Tuesday, the Coalition for America’s Gateways and Trade 

Corridors released “Freight Can’t Wait,” a report urging 

Congress to pass transportation policy with dedicated funding 

for multimodal freight projects. For more, click on DOT 

Coordinated Actions or Freight Can’t Wait. 

 

Ending Veterans’ Homelessness 

 

   On Monday, HUD and VA announced nearly $65 million to 

fund more than 9,300 vouchers to house homeless veterans 

under the HUD-VA Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) 

Program. That day, First Lady Michelle Obama was in New 

Orleans, along with Mayor Mitch Landrieu and other 

officials, to highlight the Mayors Challenge to End Veteran 

Homelessness. For more, click on HUD-VASH Press Release, 

White House Fact Sheet, or First Lady’s Remarks. 

 

The Road Ahead for Public Transportation 

 

   On Tuesday, the Senate Banking Committee held a hearing 

on public transit in the next transportation reauthorization, 

featuring FTA Acting Administrator Therese McMillan. 

Chairman Richard Shelby said, “I believe that a long-term 

reauthorization bill is necessary to provide certainty and 

stability to cities and states across the country.” However, 

some Senators on the Committee doubt that transit funding will 

be raised significantly in the next reauthorization, anticipating 

more flat funding in upcoming years. In related news, FTA has 

posted guidance to assist recipients in their implementation of 

the Section 5339 Bus and Bus Facilities Formula Program. 

For more, click on Senate Hearing Website, Chairman Shelby 

Opening Statement, or MAP-21 Bus Program Guidance. 

 

ASSETS Energy Grants for Transportation 

 

   On Tuesday, the Obama Administration released the first-

ever installment of the Quadrennial Energy Review (QER), 

http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy2016-302b.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/fy2016-302b.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hrpt-114-hr-fy2016-milcon.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hrpt-114-hr-fy2016-milcon.pdf
https://valadao.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398013
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394164
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394164
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394165
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/letters/ew-committee-letter-chairman-harold-rogers.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/letters/mc-committee-letter-chairman-harold-rogers.pdf
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/homeland-security-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-fema-budget-request
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/homeland-security-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-fema-budget-request
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings-and-testimony/transportation-housing-urban-development-subcommittee-hearing-fy16-us
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=114&session=1&vote=00165
http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/dot-agencies-take-coordinated-actions-increase-safe-transportation-energy-products
http://www.dot.gov/briefing-room/dot-agencies-take-coordinated-actions-increase-safe-transportation-energy-products
http://tradecorridors.org/images/Freight_Cant_Wait/freight%20cant%20wait%20final.en.pdf
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2015/HUDNo_15-043
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/20/fact-sheet-preventing-and-ending-veteran-homelessness
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/20/remarks-first-lady-joining-forces-event-mayors-challenge-end-veteran-hom
http://www.banking.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Hearings.Hearing&Hearing_ID=b3b20830-1400-4413-9a20-6649b93dac9a
http://www.banking.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Newsroom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=9aeb1077-bf78-cacf-ce9b-3a6aca2d913d&Region_id=&Issue_id
http://www.banking.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Newsroom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=9aeb1077-bf78-cacf-ce9b-3a6aca2d913d&Region_id=&Issue_id
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/04/16/2015-08773/bus-and-bus-facilities-formula-program-guidance-and-application-instructions
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which provides a roadmap for Federal energy policy objectives, 

legislative proposals to Congress, Executive Actions, and 

financing and incentive programs. As part of the QER, the 

Administration is proposing a new grant program, called Actions 

to Support Shared Energy Transport Systems (ASSETS), which 

would be administered by DOT, in close collaboration with DOE. 

The program would be dedicated to improving energy 

transportation infrastructure connectors, with an approximately 

$2.5 billion federal investment over 10 years, using typical 

TIGER cost shares. For more, click on Quadrennial Energy 

Review or Fact Sheet. 

 

Workforce Rules 

 

   The Departments of Labor and Education published five 

Notices of Proposed Rulemaking in the Federal Register to 

implement the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 

(WIOA) and seek public comment. The proposed regulations are 

designed to: update and improve federal workforce programs that 

serve workers, job seekers, and employers; strengthen 

accountability and transparency; increase access to work-based 

learning tools, such as apprenticeships; improve relationships 

with employers, including through sector partnerships; and foster 

more cohesive planning within economic regions. The proposed 

rules would also improve access to education and workforce 

services for individuals with significant barriers to employment – 

veterans, individuals with disabilities, disconnected youth, and 

other vulnerable populations – to help them find good work. A 

webinar on how to provide comments on the NPRMs will be 

available the week of April 27. For more, click on WIOA 

Regulations Press Release, White House Statement, or VP Joe 

Biden’s July 2014 “Ready to Work” Report. 

 

LWCF Hearing 

 

   On Wednesday, the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 

Committee held a hearing to receive testimony on the 

reauthorization of and potential reforms to the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF). Witnesses included U.S. Deputy 

Secretary of the Interior Michael Connor and Executive Director 

of the National Association of State Park Directors Lewis 

Ledford. For more, click on Senate LWCF Hearing. 

 

Bloomberg “What Works Cities” Data Initiative 

 

   On Monday, Bloomberg Philanthropies launched a $42 million 

initiative called “What Works Cities.” It’s a program designed to 

help 100 mid-sized cities better use data and evidence. Through 

partners, Bloomberg Philanthropies will help mayors and local 

leaders use data and evidence to engage the public, make 

government more effective, and improve people’s lives. U.S. 

cities with populations between 100,000 and 1 million people are 

invited to apply. As Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer noted 

recently, “I don’t know of any government that’s not strapped 

financially right now, so the question is, how do you do more with 

less?” In Louisville, the city analyzed its restaurant inspection 

data to determine why 11 percent of the City’s establishments 

weren’t being inspected on time, and the Louisville Metro was 

able to cut that rate down to 0.1 percent. For more, click on 

“What Works Cities” Initiative or Michael Bloomberg Statement. 

 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you 

grant notices on DOJ OJJDP Grant 

Opportunities, the COPS Anti-

Gang Initiative (CAGI), the EPA 

Source Reduction Assistance 

(SRA) Grant Program, NEH Digital Projects for the Public, 

and NPS Historic Preservation Fund Grants. Please contact 

Jen Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

Police Body Cams’ Data Storage Debated 

 

The Washington Post writes this 

week on the growing use of police 

body cameras and how to manage 

the data that’s collected, focusing on 

Metropolitan DC Police. The city’s 

pilot program for body-worn 

cameras began in October with 165 officers wearing cameras. 

Mayor Muriel Bowser plans to quickly expand that to 2,800 

officers at a cost of $5.1 million. The District has implemented 

a policy barring FOIA requests for body cam footage but many 

groups, including the Post, question the ultimate legality of the 

policy. For more, click on Body Cam Transparency Debate. 

 

Education’s “Shake Shack Summit” 

 

   As we’ve told you, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 

Pensions Committee has been working on the details of what 

may become the law that replaces “No Child Left Behind.” The 

details of the bipartisan behind-the-scenes negotiations 

between Chairman Lamar Alexander and Ranking Member 

Patty Murray became public on April 7. But the agreement 

would not have been reached if it weren’t for the multi-week 

negotiations between Committee staff from both sides of the 

aisle, which one news source has dubbed the “Shake Shack 

Summit,” due to the burgers and shakes fueling the staff from 

the DC eatery. The linked article below outlines how staff and 

the two Senators worked diligently to reach an agreement, 

which was approved by the full Committee on April 16. For 

more, click on Shake Shack. We’ll update you on the NCLB 

legislation’s next steps. 

 

The Future of New Orleans 

 

   Politico’s “What Works” series focuses on the nearly 10 

years of recovery efforts since Hurricane Katrina struck New 

Orleans in 2005, including the City’s blight program which 

incorporates ideas to combat blight from cities around the 

country. The City is using the latest data and metrics to rate 

specific lots and neighborhoods to determine the best use of 

city resources in that area. As a City economic development 

official noted, “Hurricane Katrina was an awful event. But it 

presented the opportunity for New Orleans to become this 

country’s laboratory and hub for innovation and change.” For 

more on the revival, click on Blight in New Orleans. 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 

http://energy.gov/epsa/quadrennial-energy-review-qer
http://energy.gov/epsa/quadrennial-energy-review-qer
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/21/fact-sheet-administration-announces-new-agenda-modernize-energy-infrastr
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20150691.htm
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/ETA20150691.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2015/04/17/achieving-president-obama-s-vision-training
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/skills_report.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/skills_report.pdf
http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=9a8c795c-f8fe-4168-af7c-1a89ff5a3fee
http://www.bloomberg.org/press/releases/bloomberg-philanthropies-launches-42-million-what-works-cities-initiative/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-bloomberg/bloomberg-what-works-cities-data_b_7097304.html
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/OJJDP%20Grant%20Opportunities.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/OJJDP%20Grant%20Opportunities.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/COPS%20Anti-Gang%20Initiative%20%28CAGI%29.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/COPS%20Anti-Gang%20Initiative%20%28CAGI%29.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/EPA%20Source%20Reduction%20Assistance%20%28SRA%29%20Grant%20Program.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/EPA%20Source%20Reduction%20Assistance%20%28SRA%29%20Grant%20Program.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/EPA%20Source%20Reduction%20Assistance%20%28SRA%29%20Grant%20Program.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/NEH%20Digital%20Projects%20for%20the%20Public.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/DOI%20Historic%20Preservation%20Fund%20Grants.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2015%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/4%20April/WFR%204-24-15/4-17-15%20WaPo%20Policy%20Body%20Cams%20Debate.pdf
http://www.politico.com/story/2015/04/nclb-bill-alexander-murray-and-shake-shack-117094.html
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/04/new-orleans-what-works-117056.html#.VTlp15NLXyA
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The White House, Cabinet, and Congress hard at work on a 

long list of priorities this week – here’s the highlights for your 

review – come and enjoy Washington’s spring – here at last! 

 

DOT’s TIGER Summit 

 

Yesterday, we attended DOT’s 7
th
 

round TIGER Summit, where 

speakers included DOT Secretary 

Anthony Foxx, his team, and previous 

TIGER winners. Here’s some notes 

and links for your review. 

 

   (1) The Pre-Application, due May 4 is mandatory – DOT will 

use it to let you know about “curable deficiencies” that can be 

fixed; (2) the Grants.gov system is essential for the June 5 Final 

Application, so make sure you are up to date with it; (3) be 

“vigilant” on DOT’s primary and secondary criteria – give 

them back what they are seeking; (4) “Overmatch” – exceeding 

the 20% statutory non-federal match, makes an application more 

competitive, but they will factor in varying economic 

circumstances; (5) a good, professional, cost-benefit analysis is 

critical; (6) a “debrief” with TIGER staff on a previous unfunded 

TIGER application is important if you are resubmitting; (7) 

partnerships for the one TIGER grant should be formed before 

submission; (8) “Ladders of Opportunity” is a key component 

DOT is seeking; (9) bring your congressional delegation into the 

advocacy phase; (10) effectively visualize, in words and pictures, 

why the TIGER is needed and the impact it will have, using a 

narrative style understandable for a “5
th
 grader”; (10) make clear 

the ability to obligate funds by June 30, 2017; (11) $10 million is 

a minimum federal ask - the maximum can be above the $15-20 

million average range of recent grants; (12) segment projects so 

that if DOT provides less than asked, they know which project 

portions are viable; (13) if awarded, no TIGER Grant funds can 

be spent until a Grant Agreement is reached; (14) hard in-kind 

contributions like land can accrue towards the match, but not staff 

time; (15) show project “readiness” such as funding 

commitments, ability to manage grants, and a detailed budget. We 

hope this is helpful! Let us know if you have questions. For more, 

click on TIGER Summit Website, TIGER Summit Agenda, or 

TIGER Grants Overview. 

Senate Committee Passes “No Child Left Behind” Fix 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 

Pensions Committee unanimously passed the bipartisan Every 

Child Achieves Act of 2015, with amendments, which would 

replace the No Child Left Behind education law. Three 

amendments offered by Ranking Member Patty Murray were 

adopted, which would (1) Help ensure that military-connected 

children are succeeding in school, (2) Help schools and 

communities in the aftermath of violent or traumatic events, 

and (3) Improve and expand early learning programs. 

Chairman Lamar Alexander said, “Seven years is long 

enough to consider how to fix No Child Left Behind. The 

committee considered 57 amendments, approved 29, and 

improved the bipartisan agreement Ranking Member Murray 

and I reached.” Education Secretary Arne Duncan heaped 

praise on the bipartisan Senate negotiations, but cautioned to 

reporters, “We don’t know whether it will lead to anything or 

whether it will collapse at some point. Lots of unknowns here.” 

For more, click on Committee Hearing Website with 

Amendments, Senator Alexander Statement, Senator Murray 

Statement, or Secretary Duncan Statement. 

 

Action Plan for Integrating Immigrants 

 

   On Tuesday, the White House New Americans Task Force 

submitted its comprehensive action plan on immigrant 

integration to President Obama. The plan provides 48 

recommended actions to help build welcoming communities; 

strengthen existing pathways to naturalization and promote 

civic engagement, support skill development, foster 

entrepreneurship, safeguard workers; and expand opportunities 

for linguistic integration and education. For more, click on 

“New Americans Project” Website, Fact Sheet, or Action Plan. 

 

House Appropriations Committee Work Ramps Up 

 

   On Wednesday, the House Appropriations Committee kicked 

off work considering the 12 annual spending bills for FY16, 

with its subcommittees on Energy-Water and Military 

Construction-VA considering their bills in markup sessions. 

The House Energy-Water bill totals $35.4 billion, $1.2 billion 

above the FY15 enacted level, and $633 million below the 

President’s request. The Army Corps of Engineers is funded 

at $5.6 billion, an increase of $142 million above the FY15 

enacted level, and $865 million above the President’s request. 

The Bureau of Reclamation would receive $1.1 billion, which 

is $35 million below the FY15 enacted level, and $1 million 

below the President’s request. The bill also prevents EPA and 

the Army Corps from implementing their Waters of the 

United States proposed rule, by prohibiting any changes to 

federal jurisdiction under the Clean Water Act. The full House 

http://www.dot.gov/tiger
http://www.dot.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/TIGER_2015_Summit_Agenda_0.pdf
http://www.dot.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/TIGER%20Fact%20Sheet_2015.pdf
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=ca9f813d-5056-a032-524a-3c725c42209a
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/hearing/?id=ca9f813d-5056-a032-524a-3c725c42209a
http://www.help.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=99d8cec3-ad6b-4d2d-8306-9a3a8a511ae2&groups=Chair
http://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ID=b075a9d4-e7dd-4e8a-85ed-184a8d2aa681
http://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ID=b075a9d4-e7dd-4e8a-85ed-184a8d2aa681
http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/04/a-bipartisan-proposal-to-fix-no-child-left-behind-a-good-first-step-further-to-go/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/immigration/new-americans
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/15/fact-sheet-strengthening-communities-welcoming-all-residents-and-promoti
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/final_tf_newamericans_report_4-14-15_clean.pdf
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Appropriations Committee is scheduled to mark up the Energy-

Water and MilCon-VA bills on Wednesday. For more, click on 

House Energy-Water or House MilCon-VA. 

 

Pushing for a Transportation Funding Solution 

 

Transportation advocates, both on and off 

Capitol Hill, are raising their voices in support 

of finding a long-term funding solution for the 

Highway Trust Fund and Mass Transit Account. 

The top leaders in the Senate and House 

Transportation Committees, Senators Jim 

Inhofe and Barbara Boxer and Congressman 

Bill Shuster, have all indicated to varying degrees that they are 

open to the idea of taxing repatriated corporate profits to 

replenish the HTF. Both Chairmen of the tax-writing Committees, 

Senator Orrin Hatch and Congressman Paul Ryan, remain 

opposed to a repatriation tax unless it’s part of a broader tax 

overhaul. On Tuesday, Senator Hatch said, “We’re not going to 

use repatriation.” Other lawmakers have proposed their own 

solutions. In February, Congressman Earl Blumenauer 

reintroduced a bill to raise the gas tax by 15 cents. On Thursday, 

Congressman Jim Renacci spearheaded a bipartisan introduction 

of the Bridge to Sustainable Infrastructure Act, which would 

index the current gas tax to inflation, and would create a kind of 

“Transportation Supercommittee” to either come up with an 

alternative funding solution, or trigger enough increases in the gas 

tax to keep the HTF solvent for ten years. For more, click on 

Video of Senators Inhofe and Boxer Press Conference or Bridge 

to Sustainable Infrastructure Act. 

 

   On April 9, the American Public Transportation Association 

organized Stand Up for Transportation Day, which brought 

together more than 350 organizations, including dozens of 

Mayors and other elected officials, to highlight the urgent need 

for Congress to renew funding for MAP-21. For more, click on 

APTA Press Release, Stand Up for Transportation Website, 

Background, or FTA Press Release. 

  

Senate FY16 Education Appropriations 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on 

Labor-HHS held a hearing to review the Administration’s FY16 

budget request, for the U.S. Department of Education, featuring 

Education Secretary Arne Duncan. For more, including a 

webcast, click on Senate Education Appropriations. 

 

White House Budget Amendments 

 

   On Tuesday, President Obama submitted thirty FY16 budget 

amendments to Congress covering numerous federal agencies. 

For more, click on FY16 Budget Amendments. 

 

Considering a Business Tax Overhaul 

 

   On Monday, the Chairmen of the two Congressional tax-writing 

Committees, Senator Orrin Hatch and Congressman Paul Ryan, 

sent a letter to member groups of the Coalition for Fair Effective 

Tax Rates, indicating that they are open to work on a separate, 

limited business tax overhaul if they can protect closely held 

businesses from higher effective rates. They are looking for 

suggestions about how to move a business tax overhaul as a 

separate piece of legislation from an individual tax overhaul. 

For more, click on Letter on Business Tax Reform. 

 

April Grants 

 

This month, we sent many of you grant 

notices on ED Investing in Innovation 

(i3) Fund - Development Grants, HHS 

Project AWARE Grants, the SAMHSA 

Offender Reentry Program, the NIST Manufacturing 

Extension Partnership, DHS FY15 Transit Security Grant 

Program, and the DOL ETA YouthBuild Program. Please 

contact Jen Covino with any questions about grants. More to 

come next week! 

 

Affordable Housing  

 

   On Thursday, the House Financial Services Committee’s 

Housing and Insurance Subcommittee held a hearing entitled, 

“The Future of Housing in America: Increasing Private Sector 

Participation in Affordable Housing.” In addition, HUD 

released a study showing how Public Housing Agencies across 

the country are significantly underfunded in managing the 

Housing Choice Voucher program, which serves 2.1 million 

households nationwide. For more, click on Private Sector in 

Affordable Housing or HCV Administration Study. 

 

Charitable Sector and SNAP 

 

   On Wednesday, the House Agriculture Committee held a 

hearing titled, “The Past, Present, and Future of SNAP: The 

World of Nutrition and the Role of the Charitable Sector.” For 

more, click on Hearing on SNAP and the Charitable Sector. 

 

Pushing Crude-By-Rail Regs 

 

   Frustration in Capitol Hill is running high because DOT has 

not yet adopted stricter safety standards for transporting crude 

oil by rail four years after Congress told the agency to do so. 

On Tuesday, Congressman Jeff Denham said, “We can’t have 

any more excuses on these [rules].” Congressman John 

Garamendi suggested that Congress take over the rule-writing 

process and introduced his own bill to reduce the volatility of 

oil transported by rail. On a related note, Senator Tammy 

Baldwin applauded the NTSB for recommending that the most 

dangerous tank cars be removed from crude oil service. For 

more, click on House PHMSA Hearing, Rep. Garamendi 

Statement, or Senator Baldwin Statement. 

 

U.S. Trade Report 

 

   Commerce Secretary Penny Pritzker and U.S. Trade 

Representative Michael Froman released a report, titled the 

United States of Trade, showing that the number of jobs 

supported by goods exports continues to rise in states across 

the country. For more, click on United States of Trade. 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 
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