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A flurry of legislative action as Congress heads off to its 

Memorial Day recess – appropriations, and water resources top 

the charts. But lots more going on as well – here’s all the 

highlights for your holiday weekend review! 

 

WRDA in the House  

 

On Wednesday, the House 

Transportation and Infrastructure 

Committee unanimously 

approved the Water Resources 

Development Act of 2016 

(WRDA – HR. 5303). The 

Senate Environment and Public 

Works Committee approved its 

WRDA bill (S. 2848) on April 28. In general, the House bill 

authorizes projects and activities related to the key missions of the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, including developing and 

maintaining the Nation’s waterway infrastructure and supporting 

effective and targeted flood protection and environmental 

restoration needs. The two-year bill authorizes 28 Corps projects 

that have been submitted to Congress since the enactment of the 

2014 WRRDA law. It authorizes approximately $5 billion in 

federal funding for Corps activities, offset by $5 billion in 

deauthorizations of older projects. The 2016 House WRDA bill 

utilizes the new process reforms established under the 2014 law 

that allow greater local government participation in project 

selection. For more, click on House T&I WRDA 2016 Website, 

House WRDA Summary, Full Committee Markup with 

Amendments, or Press Release on Full Committee Passage. 

 

   On Tuesday, a day before the House WRDA markup, Rep. John 

Conyers introduced the Water Affordability, Transparency, Equity 

and Reliability (WATER) Act, which would provide nearly $35 

billion annually to modernize U.S. water infrastructure. For more, 

click on WATER Act. 

 

House Appropriations Shaken by Energy-Water Debate 

 

   On Thursday, the House failed to pass an FY17 Energy-Water 

Appropriations measure (H.R. 5055) by a vote of 112-305, with a 

majority of Republicans and Democrats voting against the bill. The 

bill included several controversial amendments on topics 

ranging from the Iran nuclear agreement, sanctuary cities, 

transgender bathrooms, and protections for LGBT individuals. 

The bill’s failure casts significant doubt on the ability of House 

leaders to allow votes on appropriations bills under an “open-

amendment” process. House and Senate members begin their 

week-long Memorial Day recess this weekend. 

 

   At a press conference shortly after the vote, House Speaker 

Paul Ryan said, “What we learned today is that the Democrats 

were not looking to advance an issue but to sabotage the 

appropriations process.” House Appropriations Committee 

Ranking Member Nita Lowey told reporters, “Until the speaker 

assumes the authority of the speakership, and proceeds with 

regular order and does not allow a portion of his caucus to 

attach ideological riders which cannot be kept in the bills, I 

don’t know how we’re going to move ahead with regular order.” 

For more, click on Speaker Ryan Statement, Appropriations 

Chairman Hal Rogers Statement, Ranking Member Lowey 

Statement, or White House Veto Threat. 

 

House THUD Bill Approved by Committee 

 

   On Tuesday, the House Appropriations Committee approved 

its $58.2 billion FY17 Transportation-HUD (THUD) spending 

bill. The bill’s Committee Report includes language directing 

the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to follow guidance in 

the FAST Act to ensure that the age and mileage of a bus fleet 

would be the primary consideration in selecting grants awards 

for the discretionary Bus and Bus Facilities program. For more, 

click on FY17 House THUD Approval or Committee Report. 

 

House CJS Bill Approved by Committee 

 

   On Tuesday, the House Appropriations Committee approved 

its $56 billion FY17 Commerce-Justice-Science (CJS) spending 

bill. By a vote of 17-29, the Committee did not adopt an 

amendment that would have blocked firearm purchases by 

individuals on the federal government’s terrorist “no-fly” watch 

list. For more, click on FY17 House CJS Approval. 

 

House Interior-Environment Appropriations 

 

   On Tuesday, the House Appropriations Committee released 

the text of its FY17 Interior-Environment spending bill. The $32 

billion bill represents a decrease of $64 million from the FY16 

level. It provides $1 billion for Clean Water State Revolving 

Funds, a decrease of $394 million from FY16 levels. It provides 

$1.07 billion for Drinking Water State Revolving Funds, an 

increase of $207 million from FY16 levels. The bill includes 

$322 million for Land and Water Conservation Fund 

(LWCF) programs, a decrease of $128 million from FY16. It 

http://transportation.house.gov/wrda-2016/
http://transportation.house.gov/uploadedfiles/wrda_2016_summary.pdf
http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400289
http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400289
http://transportation.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=400361
https://conyers.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/congressman-john-conyers-introduces-bill-help-address-nation-s-looming
http://www.speaker.gov/general/speaker-ryan-we-will-continue-appropriations-process
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394574
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394574
http://democrats.appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/lowey-statement-on-failure-of-energy-water-bill
http://democrats.appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/lowey-statement-on-failure-of-energy-water-bill
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/114/saphr5055r_20160523.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394566
http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hrpt-114-hr-fy2017-thud.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394567


Washington Friday Report 2  May 27, 2016 

www.simoncompany.com 

1660 L Street, N.W.  Suite 501  Washington, D.C. 20036  (202) 659-2229  Fax (202) 659-5234  len.simon@simoncompany.com 

 

includes an appropriation of $50 million in FY17 for the new 

Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation (WIFIA) 

program. 

 

   The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) would receive 

an FY17 appropriation of $7.98 billion, a decrease of $291 million 

from FY16. The bill prohibits EPA from implementing its Waters 

of the United States (WOTUS) rule. The National Park Service 

would receive $2.9 billion, an increase of $71 million from FY17. 

The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and the National 

Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) would each receive $150 

million in FY17, an increase of $2 million for each endowment 

from FY16. The bill provides $480 million for the Payment in 

Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program, a $28 million increase from FY16. 

For more, click on FY17 House Interior-Environment. 

 

Senate Homeland Security Appropriations 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate Appropriations Committee 

unanimously approved its $48 billion FY17 Homeland Security 

spending bill, representing an overall increase of $245 million from 

the FY16 level. Customs and Border Protection would receive 

$11.18 billion, an increase of $125 million from FY16, supporting 

efforts to hire 21,370 Border Patrol agents and 23,775 CBP 

officers. The Transportation Security Administration would 

receive $5.08 billion, an increase of $215 million from FY16, part 

of which would go toward hiring an additional 1,344 TSA 

personnel to staff checkpoints and mitigate wait times. 

 

   The bill provides $2.57 billion for state and local programs. 

This includes level-funding from FY16 for the following 

programs: $467 million for State Homeland Security Grants, 

$600 million including a $20 million non-profit set-aside for the 

Urban Area Security Initiative, a combined $680 million for Fire 

and SAFER Grants, and $350 million for Emergency 

Management Performance Grants. For more, click on FY17 

Senate Homeland Security. 

 

Implementing ESSA 

 

On Thursday, the Department 

of Education released, for 

public comment, a set of 

proposed regulations for states 

to consider regarding 

implementation of the Every 

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The comment period opens on 

Tuesday, May 31 and will close 60 days later. The proposed rule 

includes provisions on school accountability, data reporting, and 

consolidated state plans. For more, click on Education Department 

Press Release, Proposed Rule Text, or Proposed Rule Summary. 

 

21st Century Community Policing  

 

   On Monday, the Department of Justice Office of Community 

Oriented Policing Services (COPS Office) highlighted the 

anniversary of the release of the President’s Task Force on 21st 

Century Policing’s Final Report by releasing a one-year progress 

report on the implementation of its recommendations. The COPS 

Office also announced a new Advanced 21st Century Policing 

Initiative, which will support a selected cohort of 15 jurisdictions 

by providing hands-on assessments and technical assistance as 

they continue to implement the Task Force recommendations. 

The work done by this cohort will produce guiding materials to 

advance policing practices for agencies across the country. For 

more, click on Anniversary of Policing Task Force Final Report 

or Attorney General’s Remarks at the White House. 

 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you grant 

notices on the ED Teacher Quality 

Partnership (TQP) Grant Program. Please 

contact Jen Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

FASTLANE Overview 

 

   U.S. DOT announced that it received 212 applications totaling 

nearly $9.8 billion for grants through the newly-created 

Fostering Advancements in Shipping and Transportation for the 

Long-term Achievement of National Efficiencies (FASTLANE) 

grant program. For more, click on FASTLANE. 

 

Airport Screening 

 

On Monday, we participated in a 

teleconference with the Transportation 

Security Administration (TSA) to 

learn more about aviation security 

measures and handling increased 

passenger volume at airports. Since TSA’s peak-staffing level 

during summer 2011, the agency has slowly been able to 

increase the number of new hires. The agency hopes that by 

focusing on seven large “hub” airports, wait times can be 

reduced at small and mid-sized airports. For more, click on TSA 

Travel Tips: Memorial Day & Summer Travel 2016. 

 

Food Waste 

 

   On Wednesday, the House Agriculture Committee held a 

hearing to understand the sources and impacts of food waste 

across the food chain. Nearly forty percent of the food produced 

in the U.S. is ultimately thrown away in trash cans and landfills. 

For more, click on Food Waste. 

 

CNCS Accountability 

 

   On Tuesday, the House Committee on Education and the 

Workforce held a hearing to examine the activities of the 

Corporation for National and Community Service, including 

oversight of programs such as AmeriCorps. For more, click on 

CNCS Accountability. 

 

Memorial Day 

 

We wish you and your loved ones 

all the best for the Memorial Day 

Weekend! 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 

http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394564
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-committee-passes-fy2017-homeland-security-appropriations-bill
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-committee-passes-fy2017-homeland-security-appropriations-bill
http://blog.ed.gov/2016/05/implementing-the-every-student-succeeds-act-to-enhance-equity-and-excellence/
http://blog.ed.gov/2016/05/implementing-the-every-student-succeeds-act-to-enhance-equity-and-excellence/
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/nprmaccountabilitystateplans52016.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essaaccountabilitynprmsummary52016.pdf
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?Item=2870
https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-loretta-e-lynch-delivers-remarks-white-house-event-21st-century-policing
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-27-16/ED%20TQP%20Grant%20Program.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-27-16/ED%20TQP%20Grant%20Program.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/fastlane-grant-applications-totaling-nearly-98-billion
http://blog.tsa.gov/2016/05/tsa-travel-tips-memorial-day-summer.html
http://blog.tsa.gov/2016/05/tsa-travel-tips-memorial-day-summer.html
http://agriculture.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3393
http://edworkforce.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400691
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1 Overtime Pay Rules, FY17 THUD Appropriations 

2 FY17 CJS & Ag, Zika, ESSA, HUD, Grants, Immigration 

2 Buildings, FTA, Wetlands, ASCE, City Parks, SafeTrack 

 

The long-awaited Obama Administration new Overtime Rule is 

out. The impacts will be significant throughout the economy 

which makes this, along with appropriations action on both 

sides of Congress, a very significant week in Washington. 

Here’s the highlights for your review. 
 

The New Overtime Rule Finalized 

 

On Wednesday, 

President Obama and 

Labor Secretary Labor 

Perez announced a 

major final rule 

updating overtime pay 

regulations, which is 

scheduled to be 

officially published in 

the Federal Register on 

May 23. The final rule, which is set to take effect on December 1, 

2016, doubles the salary threshold – from $23,660 to $47,476 per 

year – under which most salaried workers are guaranteed overtime. 

Hourly workers are generally guaranteed overtime pay regardless 

of their earning level. Additionally, this new salary level will be 

updated every three years. The rule will automatically extend 

overtime pay protections to over 4 million workers within the first 

year of implementation. For more, click on Labor Department 

Overtime Rule Website, White House Fact Sheet, or White House 

Blog Post with Video. 

 

FY17 House Transportation-HUD Appropriations 

 

   On Wednesday, by voice vote, the House Appropriations 

Committee’s Subcommittee on Transportation-HUD (THUD), 

approved its $58.2 billion FY17 spending bill, an increase of $889 

million above FY16 levels. The Department of Transportation 

would receive $19.2 billion in FY17, which is a $540 million 

increase from FY16. TIGER Grants would receive $450 million 

in FY17, a $50 million decrease from FY16. The bill appropriates 

$44 billion to be spent from the Highway Trust Fund on the 

Federal-aid Highways Program, consistent with the FAST Act. The 

Federal Transit Administration would receive $12.5 billion in 

FY17, an increase of $743 million from FY16. This includes $9.7 

billion for Transit Formula Grants, an increase of $1.15 billion 

from MAP-21 levels. The Capital Investment Grant Program, 

which includes New Starts, would receive $2.5 billion in FY17, 

a $300 million increase from FY16. Within the Capital 

Investment Grant program, the bill allocates $332 million for 

Core Capacity Projects and $408 million for Small Starts. 

 

   The Federal Railroad Administration would receive $1.7 

billion in FY17, an increase of $42 million from FY16. The bill 

provides $300 million for rail safety and research programs, 

an increase of $12 million from FY16. The Federal Aviation 

Administration would receive $16.3 billion in FY17, an 

increase of $69 million from FY16. The bill also would provide 

$1 billion for NextGen and funds the Contract Towers 

Program with $159 million. 

 

   The Department of Housing and Urban Development 

would receive a total of $38.7 billion in FY17, an increase of 

$384 million from FY16. The Committee level-funds the CDBG 

program with $3 billion for FY17. The HOME Investment 

Partnerships program would be level-funded with $950 million 

for FY17. The Homeless Assistance Grants program would 

receive $2.5 billion in FY17, an increase of $237 million from 

FY16. HUD-VASH vouchers would receive $7 million in 

FY17, a decrease of $53 million from FY16. 

 

   The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative would receive $100 

million in FY17, a decrease of $25 million from FY16. Tenant-

Based Rental Assistance would receive $20.2 billion in FY17, 

an increase of $560 million from FY16. Project-Based Rental 

Assistance would receive $10.9 billion in FY17, an increase of 

$281 million from FY16. The Public Housing Capital Fund 

would receive level-funding of $1.9 billion in FY17. The Public 

Housing Operating Fund would receive level-funding of $4.5 

billion in FY17. The full House Appropriations Committee plans 

to mark-up both of its FY17 THUD and Commerce-Justice 

Science bills on May 24. For more, click on FY17 House THUD 

Summary or Notice of Full Committee Markup. 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate approved a spending package (H.R. 

2577), combining its FY17 THUD and Military-Construction 

bills by a vote of 89-8. By a vote of 68-30, the Senate approved 

a bipartisan amendment to the bill which includes $1.1 billion to 

combat the Zika Virus. By a vote of 87-9, the Senate approved 

an amendment offered by Sen. Susan Collins which bars HUD 

from using its new Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing 

(AFFH) rule to influence local zoning laws and actions. Earlier 

in the week, the White House issued a veto threat to the bill, 

saying, “the Administration strongly objects to the inclusion of 

problematic ideological provisions that are beyond the scope of 

funding legislation.” For more, click on Senate FY17 

THUD/MilCon-VA Summary, Senator Collins’ Amendment, or 

White House Veto Threat. 

Excerpt from White House-Labor Video Presentation 

https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime/final2016/
https://www.dol.gov/whd/overtime/final2016/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/17/fact-sheet-growing-middle-class-paychecks-and-helping-working-families-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/05/17/email-president-obama-ive-got-news-you-overtime
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/05/17/email-president-obama-ive-got-news-you-overtime
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394537
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394537
http://appropriations.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=394545
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-approves-fy17-funding-for-the-va-transportation-and-housing
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-approves-fy17-funding-for-the-va-transportation-and-housing
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-20-16/FY17%20Senate%20THUD%20Amendment%20on%20AFFH.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/114/saphr2577s_20160516.pdf
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FY17 House Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations 

 

   On Wednesday, by voice vote, the House Appropriations 

Committee’s Subcommittee on Commerce-Justice-Science (CJS) 

approved its FY17 spending bill. The $56 billion bill represents an 

overall increase of $279 million from FY16 levels. The COPS 

Office would receive no funding in FY17. The State Criminal 

Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) would receive $274 million 

in FY17, an increase of $64 million from FY16. The Byrne-JAG 

Program would receive $425 million in FY17, an increase of $78 

million from FY16. The Violence Against Women account would 

receive $528 million in FY17, an increase of $48 million from 

FY16. The Economic Development Administration would 

receive an overall FY17 appropriation of $265 million in FY17, an 

increase of $3.5 million from FY16. For more, click on House 

FY17 CJS Summary. 

 

FY17 Senate Agriculture Appropriations 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved its 

FY17 Agriculture bill by a vote of 30-0. The bill includes $79.6 

billion in mandatory funding for SNAP, which is $1.17 billion less 

than FY16 due to declining enrollments. The WIC program would 

receive level-funding of $6.35 billion in FY17. For more, click on 

Senate FY17 Ag Summary or Bill Markup. 

 

Congress Debates Anti-Zika Spending Level 

 

   On Wednesday, by a vote of 241-184, the House passed the Zika 

Response Appropriations Act (H.R. 5243), which would provide a 

total of $622.1 million in emergency supplemental FY16 spending 

to fight the Zika virus and prevent it from spreading. The White 

House, which has been requesting $1.9 billion from Congress for 

several months, released a veto threat earlier in the week that was 

strongly opposed to the House bill. On Thursday, the Senate voted 

68-30 to include a bipartisan $1.1 billion proposal to prepare for 

and respond to the Zika virus. For more, click on House Zika Bill 

Summary, White House Veto Threat Against House Bill, Text of 

Senate Zika Amendment, or Senator Murray on Zika Amendment. 

 

Every Student Succeeds Act Implementation 

 

   On Wednesday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 

Pensions Committee held a hearing titled, “ESSA Implementation: 

Perspectives from Education Stakeholders.” A major point of 

contention was the Education Department’s proposed change to the 

“Supplement Not Supplant” rule, which requires that federal Title 

I money for disadvantaged schools be used in addition to, and not 

used to take the place of, state and local money. For more, click on 

ESSA Implementation Hearing, Chairman Alexander Statement, 

or Ranking Member Murray Statement. 

 

Broadband in HUD Assisted Housing 

 

   On Tuesday, HUD Secretary Julian Castro proposed a rule to 

require the installation of broadband infrastructure into most HUD-

financed multifamily housing developments during their 

construction or substantial rehabilitation. Comments on the 

proposed rule are due by July 18. For more, click on HUD Press 

Release, Proposed Rule Text, or Submit a Comment. 

 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you grant 

notices on the DOL FY16 YouthBuild 

Grant Program. Please contact Jen 

Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

President Obama’s Immigration Policies 

 

   On Thursday, the Senate Judiciary Committee held an 

oversight hearing on President Obama’s immigration policies. 

For more, click on Senate Hearing on Immigration Policies. 

 

Building Energy Efficiency 

 

   The White House announced Federal and private-sector efforts 

aimed at advancing the principles of resilience in building codes 

and standards, and building designs. In addition, the White 

House announced new commitments tied to President Obama’s 

Better Buildings Initiative to increase buildings’ energy 

efficiency. For more, click on Building Codes or Building 

Energy Efficiency. 

 

Transit Safety 

 

   On Thursday, May 26, FTA will host a webinar to discuss the 

agency’s review of public transportation safety and protocols. 

FTA also requests comments on existing transit safety standards, 

which are due by June 16. For more, click on Safety Webinar or 

Comments on Existing Safety Standards. 

 

Wetlands Assessment 

 

   EPA released its first-ever National Wetland Condition 

Assessment, showing that nearly half of the nation’s wetlands are 

in good health, while 20 percent are in fair health and the 

remaining 32 percent are in poor health. Physical disturbances 

to wetlands and their surrounding habitat such as compacted 

soil, ditching, or removal of plants, are the most widespread 

problems across the country. For more, click on National 

Wetland Condition Assessment. 

 

Infrastructure and Neighborhood Parks 

 

   We learned about two interesting studies this week. A new 

report from the American Society of Civil Engineers estimates 

that continued underinvestment in infrastructure will cost each 

U.S. family $3,400 a year over the next decade. A study 

conducted by the RAND Corporation in partnership with the 

City Parks Alliance in 25 U.S. cities is the first to compile a 

national snapshot of how parks are actually being used. For 

more, click on Infrastructure Report or Neighborhood Parks. 
 

Metro “SafeTrack” Plan Finalized 
 

On Thursday, the DC region’s Metro 

system released its final “SafeTrack” 

repair plan, expected to cause significant 

disruption from 2016-2017. For more, 

click on WMATA Final SafeTrack Plan. 
 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 

http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394535
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394535
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/senate-appropriations-committee-approves-fy2017-agriculture-rural-development-bill-
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/markup-of-the-fy17-agriculture-appropriations-bill-and-the-fy17-legislative-branch-appropriations-bill
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394533
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394533
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/legislative/sap/114/saphr5243r_20160517.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2016/5/16/senate-section/article/S2814-1
https://www.congress.gov/congressional-record/2016/5/16/senate-section/article/S2814-1
http://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ContentRecord_id=D2450FEC-E704-495C-A31E-D512D9C2DAA5
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/essa-implementation-perspectives-from-education-stakeholders
http://www.help.senate.gov/chair/newsroom/press/alexander-administrations-supplement-not-supplant-regulation-raises-grave-questions-about-what-to-expect-from-future-regulations
http://www.help.senate.gov/ranking/newsroom/press/senator-murray-calls-for-accountability-and-collaboration-in-essa-implementation
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2016/HUDNo_16-074
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2016/HUDNo_16-074
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/05/18/2016-11352/narrowing-the-digital-divide-through-installation-of-broadband-infrastructure-in-hud-funded-new
https://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=HUD-2016-0050-0001
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-20-16/DOL%20ETA%20YouthBuild%20Grants.pdf
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-20-16/DOL%20ETA%20YouthBuild%20Grants.pdf
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/declining-deportations-and-increasing-criminal-alien-releases_the-lawless-immigration-policies-of-the-obama-administration
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/10/fact-sheet-obama-administration-announces-public-and-private-sector
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/11/fact-sheet-administration-announces-new-actions-and-progress-made-make
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/11/fact-sheet-administration-announces-new-actions-and-progress-made-make
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDOTFTA/bulletins/1491529
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-20-16/5-20-16%20FTA%20Requests%20Comments%20on%20Public%20Transportation%20Safety%20Standards%20and%20Protocols.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-report-showing-nearly-half-nations-wetlands-good-health
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-report-showing-nearly-half-nations-wetlands-good-health
http://news.asce.org/asce-report-estimates-failure-to-act-on-infrastructure-costs-families-3400-a-year/
http://www.cityparksalliance.org/news-a-events/3-news/421-new-rand-study-shows-opportunities-to-use-city-parks-to-boost-physical-fitness
http://www.wmata.com/about_metro/news/PressReleaseDetail.cfm?ReleaseID=6105
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1 Opioids, Zika, Transgender, Feinstein, SIPA/TANF 

2 Madison, Welfare, Science & Tech, Trade, Grants 

2 USPS, Every Place Counts, APTA, DC Metrorail 
 

It’s good to see the House and Senate working together in a bit 

more bipartisan manner, especially in the face of a real crisis like 

opioids or a potential one like Zika. Those two developments, 

along with a sit-down with one of the great United States 

Senators, were the best parts of a very interesting week, with all 

its highlights for your review below. 

 

House Passes Opioid Legislation 

 

   This week, the House passed 17 bills to combat the heroin and 

opioid abuse epidemic as a companion package to the Senate’s 

Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (S. 524). Among the 

bills passed by the House was the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse 

Reduction Act (H.R. 5046), a bipartisan bill that combats the opioid 

epidemic by establishing a streamlined, comprehensive opioid 

abuse grant program that would be administered by DOJ and 

HHS, funded at $103 million annually for five years. The Senate’s 

bill would authorize about $83 million annually for the program. 

The grant program would encompass a variety of new and existing 

purposes, such as: vital training and resources for first responders 

and law enforcement, criminal investigations for the unlawful 

distribution of opioids, drug courts, and residential substance abuse 

treatment. Today, the House is expected to vote to begin 

Conference Committee negotiations with the Senate to resolve the 

differences between their opioid legislative packages. On 

Thursday, we participated in a White House teleconference with 

Office of National Drug Control Policy Director Michael 

Botticelli, who updated us on the legislative action in Congress and 

the work of the President’s Mental Health and Substance Use 

Disorder Parity Task Force. For more, click on Summary of House 

Bill, Summary of Senate Bill, or Mental Health and Substance Use 

Disorder Parity Task Force. 

 

Bipartisan $1.1 Billion Proposal to Combat Zika 

 

   On Tuesday, May 17, the Senate is expected to vote on three 

competing measures to prepare for and respond to the Zika virus, 

the most promising of which is a bipartisan proposal from Senators 

Roy Blunt and Patty Murray to provide $1.1 billion in emergency 

funding to combat Zika. Though the White House has requested 

$1.9 billion to respond to the virus, Press Secretary Josh Earnest 

said the White House will “take a close look” at the Blunt-Murray 

bill. The text of the Blunt-Murray proposal has not yet been 

made public. For more, click on $1.1 Billion Zika Bill. 

 

   While Congress continues to debate the appropriate funding 

level to respond to Zika, CDC reports that there are now more 

than 1,200 cases of the Zika virus in the U.S., including its 

territories. On Thursday, U.S. Surgeon General Dr. Vivek 

Murthy released a video with three things you can do to protect 

yourself from the virus: (1) If you travel to an area with Zika, 

take steps to prevent mosquito bites, (2) If you are pregnant, you 

should avoid traveling to areas with Zika, and (3) If you are 

pregnant, and your partner has traveled to an area with Zika, 

certain precautions should be taken for the remainder of the 

pregnancy. For more, click on Surgeon General’s Message, 

White House Zika Website, or CDC Zika Website. 

 

Transgender Student Access to School Facilities 

 

   Today, the Justice and Education Departments, acting 

under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 

released guidance requiring public schools to allow 

transgender students to access facilities and programs 

consistent with their gender identity, including restrooms, 

participation in athletics, single-sex classes, and housing and 

overnight accommodations. They also released best practices 

to assist localities in this regard. For more, click on Federal 

Agencies on Transgender Students’ Civil Rights. 

 

A Great Mayor in the U.S. Senate 

 

It is always a privilege to 

sit down with the great 

Senator Dianne Feinstein 

of California, who we 

have known since her 

days as Mayor of San 

Francisco. With her 

position as a senior appropriator and her vice chairmanship of 

the Intelligence Committee, she is one of the most effective and 

influential members of the Senate. But after 24 years in that 

body, her experiences as Mayor are still very much the prism 

through which she analyzes issues and makes critical 

judgements. It was good to talk with her about the state of our 

national and world affairs, water legislation, the appropriations 

process, and the likely outlook for the rest of the legislative year. 

 

Social Impact Partnerships and TANF Reform 

 

   On Wednesday, the House Ways and Means Committee 

approved several bills aimed at improving the Temporary 

assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program and reducing 

https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/goodlatte-applauds-passage-legislation-prevent-treat-opioid-addiction/
https://judiciary.house.gov/press-release/goodlatte-applauds-passage-legislation-prevent-treat-opioid-addiction/
http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/press-releases/grassley-leads-bipartisan-addiction-recovery-bill-to-passage-in-senate
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/03/29/presidential-memorandum-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/03/29/presidential-memorandum-mental-health-and-substance-use-disorder-parity
http://www.murray.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/newsreleases?ContentRecord_id=4E09D44B-0A28-4A88-803B-3AB399C4EEF0
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-13-16/5-12-16%20Email%20on%20Zika%20Virus.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/zika
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/
https://www.justice.gov/opa/blog/helping-schools-ensure-civil-rights-transgender-students
https://www.justice.gov/opa/blog/helping-schools-ensure-civil-rights-transgender-students
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poverty in the U.S. Among the bills approved was the Social 

Impact Partnerships to Pay for Results Act (SIPA, H.R. 5170), an 

effort by Congressmen Todd Young and John Delaney to 

empower states, local governments, nonprofits, and the private 

sector to scale up evidence-based interventions that address the 

nation’s most pressing challenges. It fosters the creation of public-

private partnerships that harness philanthropic and other private-

sector investments to expand and replicate scientifically-proven 

social and public health programs. For more, click on Rep. Todd 

Young Press Release or Committee Markup Summary. 

 

Madison’s Lead Pipe Solution 

 

The front page of the Washington 

Post on Wednesday recognized 

the foresight and efforts of 

Madison, Wisconsin with a 

headline noting that “In Madison, 

‘Safe Level of Lead is Zero.’” 

From 2001 to 2011, the Madison 

Water Utility removed every lead 

pipe it owned and required some 5,500 of its customers to do the 

same. For more, click on Madison’s Water Infrastructure. 

 

Examining Social Welfare Programs 

 

   On Tuesday, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing titled, 

“Can Evidence Based Practices Improve Outcomes for Vulnerable 

Individuals and Families?” The purpose of the hearing was to 

examine the role of outcomes and evidence standards in shaping 

social policies and how they can be best applied to program 

delivery financing models. For more, click on Examining Social 

Welfare Programs. 

 

Leveraging Science and Technology Enterprise 

 

   On Wednesday, the Senate Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation Committee held a hearing titled, “Leveraging the 

U.S. Science and Technology Enterprise.” Witnesses were asked 

to testify about ways to improve the roles of the federal 

government, private sector, and academia in science and 

technology research and development, STEM education and 

workforce opportunities, and the application of research and 

development to commercial uses.  

 

    Committee Chairman John Thune said, “Tough budget 

realities underscore the importance of developing policy solutions 

that maximize our federal investments so we can stay competitive, 

get the biggest bang for our buck, and leverage even more private 

sector resources to expand the reach of our R&D.” For more, click 

on Leveraging Science and Technology Enterprise. 

 

Trade Facilitation and Enforcement 

 

   On Wednesday, the Senate Finance Committee held a hearing 

titled, “Oversight of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Agency.” The purpose of the hearing was to examine CBP’s efforts 

to enhance trade facilitation and enforce U.S. trade laws, including 

the implementation of the Trade Facilitation and Trade 

Enforcement Act of 2015. For more, click on Trade Facilitation and 

Enforcement. 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you grant 

notices on the NEA FY17 Our Town 

Grant Program. Please contact Jen 

Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

Postal Service Reform 

 

   The U.S. Postal Service’s financial condition continues to 

deteriorate as a result of trends including: (1) Declining mail 

volume and (2) Growing expenses. A stark GAO report says 

bluntly, “The status quo is not sustainable,” and shows that 

Congress faces difficult choices and tradeoffs in addressing 

USPS’s financial challenges, including the possibility of 

needing to close low-volume Post Offices. For more, click on 

Postal Service Reform. 

 

Secretary Foxx on “Every Place Counts” 

 

   On Wednesday, Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx 

hosted a Town Hall about the Every Place Counts Design 

Challenge and presented it in the context of his Principles for 

Connecting People to Opportunity. On May 18, DOT will host 

an informational webinar on Every Place Counts. For more, 

click on Opportunities Town Hall, Every Place Counts, or 

Principles for Connecting People to Opportunity. 

 

Transit Update 

 

   We participated in a meeting hosted by the American Public 

Transportation Association to speak with transportation staff 

of the Senate Appropriations Committee who discussed 

provisions of their FY17 spending bill, and FTA implementation 

of the FAST Act transit provisions. As we’ve noted previously, 

while the FY17 appropriations process has started earlier than 

ever before, with subcommittee, full committee, and floor action 

on several bills ongoing at a rapid pace, it is not yet clear how it 

will end this year. 

 

   Appropriations staff acknowledged that “odds are” we will 

see at least another short-term Continuing Resolution to keep the 

federal government functioning after September 30 during this 

election year. The Senate Transportation-HUD bill is slated for 

floor action next week. No word yet on when the House might 

take comparable action. 

 

Metro Year of ‘SafeTrack’ 

 

   For those of you planning to travel to Washington, DC in the 

coming months, the Washington region’s Metrorail system has 

announced a draft ‘SafeTrack’ plan to condense three years’ 

worth of track maintenance into one year, which will cause 

significant disruptions and delays throughout the system until at 

least March 2017. On Wednesday, FTA directed the agency to 

accelerate its efforts by focusing on three segments of the rail 

system, before implementing SafeTrack. For more, click on 

SafeTrack Plan or FTA Order to Rearrange Maintenance. 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 

https://toddyoung.house.gov/press-releases/ways-and-means-passes-young-delaney-bipartisan-social-impact-partnership-bill/
https://toddyoung.house.gov/press-releases/ways-and-means-passes-young-delaney-bipartisan-social-impact-partnership-bill/
http://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/39841647/
https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-13-16/5-10-16%20WaPo%20Madison%20Water.pdf
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https://dl.dropboxusercontent.com/u/53403721/2016%20Washington%20Friday%20Report/5%20May/WFR%205-13-16/NEA%20FY%202017%20Our%20Town%20Grant%20Program.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-16-651T
https://www.transportation.gov/fastlane/it%E2%80%99s-simple-transportation-transforms
https://www.transportation.gov/opportunity/challenge
https://www.transportation.gov/opportunity/support-connecting-people-to-opportunity
http://wmata.com/about_metro/news/PressReleaseDetail.cfm?ReleaseID=6103
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1 Housing Trust Fund, Flint, Gun Violence, Zika 

2 Reentry, Every Place Counts, FTA MOD, PFC & Rail 

2 Grants, DERA, Opioids, Public Service, Sen. Bennett 

 

The long-awaited Housing Trust Fund finally released and lots 

of action from the White House and key departments – all this 

and more in a busy week, including the sad passing of a fine 

U.S. Senator – for your review below. 

 

HUD Disburses $174 Million from Housing Trust Fund 

 

   On Wednesday, for the first time ever, HUD allocated nearly 

$174 million through the Housing Trust Fund, a new affordable 

housing program to complement existing efforts to increase and 

preserve the supply of decent, safe, and sanitary affordable housing 

for extremely low- and very low-income households, including 

families experiencing homelessness. The HTF is funded by a 

portion of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac profits, and was 

championed by Rep. Barney Frank when he was House Financial 

Services Chairman in 2007. It took getting through the recession 

for Fannie and Freddie to generate profits to fund the HTF. By law, 

each state is allocated a minimum of $3 million. State affordable 

housing planners will use these funds for the following eligible 

activities: (1) Real property acquisition, (2) Site improvements and 

development hard costs, (3) Related soft costs, (4) Demolition, (5) 

Financing costs, (6) Relocation assistance, (7) Operating cost 

assistance for rental housing (up to 30% of each grant), and (8) 

Reasonable administrative and planning costs. For more, including 

a table showing the state-by-state allocations, click on Housing 

Trust Fund Press Release or Housing Trust Fund Website. 

 

The President in Flint 

 

On Wednesday, President Obama 

traveled to Flint, Michigan in a 

show of support for the residents 

who continue to cope with a 

contaminated municipal water 

system. The President told the 

residents of Flint, “I’m going to 

make sure that the leaders, at every 

level of government, don’t rest until 

every drop of water that flows into 

your homes is safe to drink and safe 

to cook with, and safe to bathe in – 

because that’s part of the basic responsibilities of a government in 

the United States of America.” The Department of Health and 

Human Services (HHS) has been designated as the lead Federal 

agency responsible for coordinating Federal support for 

response and recovery efforts in Flint. FEMA has distributed 

over 9.3 million liters of water and 50,000 filters so far. EPA 

continues to conduct lead sampling upon request to monitor 

restoration of the city’s water system and results show the 

system is recovering. The White House emphasized that the 

federal government will continue to offer expertise and technical 

assistance to state and local agencies for as long as needed to 

support in the community’s recovery and resilience. For more, 

click on Federal Support Fact Sheet or President Obama in Flint. 

 

   On a related note, GAO released a report titled, “Municipal 

freshwater scarcity: Using technology to improve distribution 

system efficiency and tap nontraditional water sources.” It 

examines technologies that could reduce demand on freshwater 

supplies by improving distribution system efficiency and 

technologies that could increase water supplies by using 

nontraditional water sources. For more, click on Technologies to 

Improve Municipal Water Systems. 

 

 Reducing Gun Violence 

 

   The White House announced progress in implementing 

President Obama’s Executive Actions to reduce gun violence in 

January. This month, the White House will host a 50-State Gun 

Violence Prevention Convening. The agenda will focus on state 

and local efforts to prevent gun violence through legislative and 

executive actions, including those focused on reducing gun 

violence in domestic abuse incidents and furthering research and 

development of smart gun technologies. Federal agencies also 

released a report on to expediting deployment of smart gun 

technology. For more, click on Reducing Gun Violence. 

 

Update on Zika Virus 

 

   On Thursday, we participated in a White House teleconference 

to learn more about federal efforts to combat the evolving threat 

of the mosquito-borne Zika virus. The Administration continues 

to request that Congress fully-fund an emergency supplemental 

appropriation of $1.9 billion to help the United States prepare 

and respond to Zika. In early April, the Administration 

redirected $589 million to be spent on time-critical activities 

such as mosquito control, lab capacity, and the development of 

diagnostics and vaccines, and other uses. The Centers for 

Disease Control continues to be the lead federal agency 

responding to the threat, and the most up-to-date information on 

the virus can be found at the website www.cdc.gov/zika. For 

more, click on CDC Zika Website or Administration Redirects 

$589 Million Against Zika. 

 

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=%2Fpress%2Fpress_releases_media_advisories%2F2016%2FHUDNo_16-068
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=%2Fpress%2Fpress_releases_media_advisories%2F2016%2FHUDNo_16-068
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/htf/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/05/03/fact-sheet-federal-support-flint-water-crisis-response-and-recovery
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/05/04/president-obama-flint-its-not-enough-just-fix-water-we-have-fix-mindset
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-16-474
http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-16-474
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/04/29/update-what-were-doing-keep-guns-out-wrong-hands
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/04/06/taking-every-step-necessary-quickly-possible-protect-american-people-zika
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National Reentry Week 

 

   As part of National Reentry week, April 24-30, the 

Administration took a series of steps to reform the federal approach 

to the reentry of formerly-incarcerated individuals into society by 

addressing barriers to reentry, supporting state and local efforts to 

do the same, and engaging the private sector to provide individuals 

who have earned a second chance the opportunity to participate in 

the American economy. In addition, Senators Chuck Grassley and 

Dick Durbin, the authors of the Sentencing Reform and 

Corrections Act (S. 2123), announced revisions to the legislation 

that broaden bipartisan support for criminal justice reform. For 

more, click on National Reentry Week Fact Sheet or Senate 

Sentencing Reform Bill. 

 

Every Place Counts Design Challenge 

 

   On Wednesday, DOT launched the Every Place Counts Design 

Challenge, which aims to raise awareness about existing 

transportation infrastructure barriers and identify innovative 

solutions to reconnect communities to jobs, healthcare, education, 

and other essential services. Applicants will compete for a two-day 

“community vision” design session in their city to support Mayors 

and their local colleagues in identifying these solutions. DOT will 

select four communities to receive on-site technical assistance 

from DOT and other experts in July 2016. Applicants must register 

their interest in participating by May 20. Final Applications are 

due by June 3, at 5:00pm Eastern Time. Secretary Anthony Foxx 

will host a national virtual town hall on May 11 to discuss the 

integral role that transportation plays in connecting people to 

opportunity. For more, click on Every Place Counts. 

 

FTA Mobility on Demand Sandbox Program 

 

   The Federal Transit Administration released a Notice of Funding 

Opportunity (NOFO) for the Mobility on Demand (MOD) Sandbox 

Demonstration Program. The purpose is to support research on 

new service options and available technologies that allow for 

greater individual mobility in order to improve transportation 

efficiency, to increase effectiveness, and to enhance the customer 

experience. FTA will award up to $8 million in total funding for 

this demonstration, with a nonfederal cost share requirement of at 

least 20 percent. Applicants must identify at least one strategic 

project partner who will have substantial interest and involvement 

throughout the process. The application deadline is July 5, 2016. 

For more, click on Press Release or our Grant Memo. 

 

FAA Policy on PFC Funding for Airport Rail Projects 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration is 

seeking public comment on proposed 

changes in the Passenger Facility 

Charge (PFC) program. Currently, PFC 

funds may support rail projects that are 

on airport property only if they are for the exclusive use of airport 

patrons and employees. The proposed change would expand the 

funding eligibility to include selected additional elements of airport 

rail projects meeting certain criteria, even if they are not solely for 

the exclusive use of airport patrons and employees. Comments are 

due by June 2. For more, click on FAA Proposes PFC Policy 

Change for Rail Projects. 

Grants This Week 

 

This week, we sent many of you a grant 

notice on the FTA Mobility on Demand 

(MOD) Sandbox Demonstration Program. 

Please contact Jen Covino with any questions about grants. 

 

EPA Highlights the DERA Program 

 

   EPA reports that since its start in 2008, the Diesel Emission 

Reduction Act (DERA) program has helped clean up 

approximately 335,200 tons of nitrogen oxides and 14,700 tons 

of particulate matter, which are linked to a range of respiratory 

ailments and premature death. The program has also saved 450 

million gallons of fuel and prevented 4.8 million tons of carbon 

dioxide emissions, equivalent to the annual CO2 emissions from 

more than 900,000 cars. EPA estimates that clean diesel funding 

generates up to $13 of public health benefit for every $1 spent 

on diesel projects. For more, click on EPA Highlights DERA. 

 

Champions of Change Fighting Opioid Abuse 

 

   The White House honored ten individuals from across the 

country as “Champions of Change” for their leadership in 

preventing prescription drug abuse and heroin use, increasing 

access to treatment, and supporting the millions of Americans in 

recovery. For more, click on Champions of Change. 

 

Public Service Recognition Week 

 

   This week was Public Service Recognition Week, which has 

been organized annually since May 1985 to honor the men and 

women who serve our nation as federal, state, county, and local 

government employees. For more, including a Presidential 

Proclamation, click on Recognizing Public Service. 

 

In Memoriam - Senator Robert Bennett of Utah 

 

He was a fascinating man. 

Former Utah Senator Bob 

Bennett, who passed away 

Wednesday at the age of 82, 

was kind and ever gracious to 

visiting Utahns we brought to 

his Dirksen Building office. 

Once there, a meeting that might have been 20 minutes would 

often stretch to an hour - he was interested in your priorities, but 

he was also interesting! He was the son of a former U.S. Senator, 

a Nixon Administration staffer who for decades was suspected 

of being “Deep Throat,” a successful businessman, an avid 

appropriator, a member of Senate leadership, a three term 

Senator who revered the institution, and the first victim of Tea 

Party politics. Senator Bennett was the greatest legislative friend 

you could imagine when it came to big things: light rail for Salt 

Lake City and federal investments to ensure the safety and 

success of the 2002 Winter Olympic Games, the first large world 

gathering after 9/11, are two great examples. It was a privilege 

to listen and learn in his presence. He’ll be remembered well. 

 

Please contact Len Simon, Brandon Key, Jen Covino, or 

Stephanie McIntosh with any questions. 
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