
Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, October 27, 2016
5:30 PM
COG Sequoia Conference Room
2035 Tulare St., Suite 201, Fresno, CA

I.

A.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) AccommodationsThe Fresno COG offices and restrooms are ADA accessible. Representatives or individuals with disabilities should contact Fresno COG at (559) 233-4148, at least 3 days in advance, to requestauxillary aids and/or translation services necessary to participate in the public meeting / public hearing. If Fresno COG is unable to accommodate an auxiliary aid or translation request for a publichearing, after receiving proper notice, the hearing will be continued on a specified date when accommodations are available.AB23 Requirement:  In accordance with the Brown Act and AB23 the amount of stipend paid to members for attending this meeting of the Fresno Council ofGovernments Policy Board is $100.

PLEASE TURN ON MICROPHONE BEFORE SPEAKING
THINK GREEN, KEEP FRESNO COUNTY CLEAN

Agenda and Annotated Agenda in pdf format - ALL EXHIBITS ARE AVAILABLE ON WEBSITE
Exhibits: Agenda in PDF Annotated in PDF

FCRTA Meeting Package - This meeting will take place AFTER the COG Policy Board Meeting
Exhibits: FCRTA

RECOGNITION
Clark Thompson, Senior Regional Planner Retirement - 22 Years 

Fresno COG Sitting as the Transportation Policy Committee

TRANSPORTATION CONSENT ITEMS
About Consent Items:
All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff andwill be approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes to comment or askquestions.  If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consentagenda and will be considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the publicto address the Committee concerning the item before action is taken.

Executive Minutes September 29, 2016 [APPROVE]
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B.

C.

Exhibits: I A. 9.29.16 Board Minutes

Circuit Planner and Circuit Engineer Report (Rob Terry) [INFORMATION]
Summary: Below is an update on each of the on-going circuit planning and engineering projects. Please note that only the three projects that are currently active are on the list.  Completed activities,as well as projects that have been placed on hold by their respective agency or are considered inactive,are not included below.  
The top 3 planning-related projects resulting from that process include:
1. Fowler Project 1 - Golden State Property - Land Use, Transportation and Infrastructure Design Study,Purpose & Need Statement, Funding Source Review, and Assistance with the Funding Application. City staff and the circuit planning team have completed the required documentation, and are awaitingCouncil direction later this month.
2. Sanger Project 2 - Assist with a funding application to plan for an integrated transportation and landuse system and to ultimately annex the unincorporated area located south of North Avenue and west ofAcademy Avenue.  Circuit planning staff has presented City staff with draft scope and applicationnarratives, and is awaiting response for additional adjustments, as needed.
3. Kingsburg Project 3 - Preparation of a school-zone study focusing on the six school zones inKingsburg. The study would include safety analysis, circulation, and traffic calming recommendations. City staff and the circuit planning team have completed the required documentation, and are awaitingCouncil direction later this month.
The top 3 engineering-related projects include the following:
1. Selma Project 1 – Assistance with Planning and Design Issues - Dinuba AvenueOvercrossing/Interchange @ SR 99.  The circuit engineering team has met with City staff and Caltransrepresentatives.  A traffic analysis will now be conducted, following review and concurrence of themethodology and needed deliverables, which was completed by the team in September.
2. Sanger Project 1 – Bridge Preventative Maintenance RFP/RFQ.  Circuit engineering staff hassubmitted a draft RFP/RFQ to City staff for their review, comment, and use in order to secure aconsultant to conduct the study/program.
3. Orange Cove Project 1 - Bridge Preventative Maintenance funding.  Circuit engineering staff iscurrently preparing the necessary documents to ensure key bridges are on the eligible funding lists ofthe Highway Bridge Program.
Staff can provide details on the status of individual projects, as requested.  If you have any questions,comments or concerns regarding the tasks associated with either the circuit planning or circuitengineering programs, please contact Rob Terry at (559) 233-4148 Ext. 222 or via emailat rterry@fresnocog.org.
Action: Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

FFY 15/16 Obligational Authority Update (Chelsea Gonzales) [INFORMATION]
Exhibits: I C. - AB1012 Apportionment Status Report (Aug 2016) I C. FFY2016 Obligational Authority

Update Report (Aug 2016)
Summary: The 15/16 Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) ended on September 30, 2016. All funds programmedin FFY 15/16 in the 2015 FTIP should have been obligated prior to October 1, 2016. In order to meetthis deadline, Caltrans asked that agencies submit requests for authorizations to Caltrans LocalAssistance no later than Friday, July 29, 2016 in order to guarantee processing and submission toFHWA in time. However, Caltrans staff continued to work on requests submitted after this date, on afirst-come first-served basis, into the month of August as well.
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D.

E.

Fresno COG's overall total Obligational Authority (OA) Target for CMAQ and RSTP federal fundingsources in FFY 15/16 is $23,419,373, which is about $450,000 greater than the previous OA targetreported of $22,971,370. This is due to the fact that in July 2016, each of the MPOs in the state ofCalifornia was awarded additional OA funds.  As of August 31, 2016, $22,886,806 of CMAQ and RSTPhas been obligated in Fresno County, which reduces our FFY 15/16 OA Target balance to $532,567.This indicates that we have met 97.7% of our estimated OA delivery target for this FFY. (The August2016 report from Caltrans is attached.) However, there may be some additional obligations that did notcomplete processing in August and could be reflected in the final FFY 15/16 September 30, 2016 reportfrom Caltrans.  This report is expected to be released by Caltrans by the end of October.  Fresno COGstaff will continue working with our member agencies and Caltrans to identify any upcoming obligationsthat will close out the FFY.
Since Fresno County has been successful in delivering the vast majority of planned CMAQ and RSTPobligations required in FFY 15/16, we have also effectively complied with the “Use It or Lose It”provisions of AB 1012 enacted in October 1999 and will not have any of our CMAQ or RSTP fundingapportionments subject to reprogramming on November 1, 2016.  Please see the attachment included.
If you have any questions regarding the OA targets or process, please contact Chelsea Gonzales at559-233-4148 ext. 223 or your District 6 Local Assistance Engineer.
Action:  Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

Greenprint Update (Clark Thompson) [INFORMATION/DISCUSSION]
Exhibits: I D. Proposal Summaries
Summary:  (Task 1) Greenprint: Work on the Demonstration Projects is progressing.  Each of the threeDemonstration Projects gave a presentation to the Greenprint Advisory Committee at its meeting theafternoon of September 29th.  FYI, a summary description of the three projects is attached.  Because atleast part of each Demonstration Project addresses some aspect of groundwater sustainability, they arerequired to coordinate their efforts as much as possible.  Each project will incorporate datasetscompiled in Phase I of the Greenprint project and now hosted within the San Joaquin Valley Gateway ofData Basin, having migrated over from UC Davis where they were originally hosted.  ConservationBiology Institute, which developed and administers Data Basin, prepared sample maps that werepresented to the Advisory Committee.  These maps are intended to illustrate the benefits andfunctionalities of Data Basin and will be used in upcoming workshops and other outreach activities. The Greenprint Project concludes March 31, 2017.  For additional information on the Greenprintproject, please contact Clark Thompson at (559) 233-4148 x203 or clarkt@fresnocog.org.
Action:  Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

Cycletracks (Clark Thompson) [INFORMATION]
Exhibits: I E. FLYER
Summary:  The Fresno COG has initiated a study to determine the feasibility of constructing separatedbikeways, also referred to as cycletracks, within Fresno and Clovis and possibly elsewhere in theCounty.  The study complements the region's significant investment in planning and building off-roadtrails by connecting the trails network with riders' final destinations via separated bikeways.
The enclosed flyer titled Building Safer Bikeways directs you towww.FresnoClovisSeparatedBikeways.com to learn about the benefits of separated bikeways and whatdifferentiates them from regular bike lanes.  Take the short survey and then use the Interactive Map toshow where you think a separated bikeway should be located.  The survey and web map will help theproject team understand agency and public preferences for the different types of separated bikewaysand where they might be strategically located to help meet the region's active transportation needs.  Ifyou would like further information about the Feasibility Study, please contact Clark Thompson at (559)435-9184 ext. 203 or clarkt@fresnocog.org.
Action:  Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.
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F.

II.
A.

Transformative Climate Communities (Rob Terry) [INFORMATION]
Exhibits: I F. Staff Report, Signing, Proposed Rulemaking & Initial Statement
Summary: At the October 11, 2016 Strategic Growth Council (SGC) meeting, SGC Executive DirectorRandall Winston presented the following information in regards to the Transformative ClimateCommunities Program:
On September 14, 2016, Governor Brown signed AB 2722 (Burke), which created the TransformativeClimate Communities (TCC) Program, to be administered by the Strategic Growth Council forbroad-based greenhouse gas emission reduction projects that provide local economic, environmentaland health benefits to disadvantaged communities. $140 million is available for the Program for fiscalyear 2016-2017, funded through cap and trade auction proceeds.
On September 23, 2016, the Strategic Growth Council proposed to adopt the following regulations forthe Program:
Transformative Climate Community Program funds shall be allocated in the cities of Los Angeles andFresno, and a third location. A minimum of half of the funds shall be allocated in the City of Fresno. Aminimum of one fourth of the funds shall be allocated in the City of Los Angeles.
A public hearing in regards to the proposed rulemaking is scheduled for November 7, 2016 at 9 a.m.,at Fresno City Hall – City Council Chambers (City Hall, 2nd Floor, 2600 Fresno Street Fresno, CA93721).  The proposed rulemaking is the first of several actions to develop the Program. Specifically,this action specifies a portion of total program funds for applications from specific geographic locations,with the City of Fresno receiving 50%, as notated above. In a future rulemaking, the Council willdevelop guidelines and selection criteria for the Program. The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, InitialStatement of Reasons, and a signing message from Governor Brown for AB2722 are included asattachments to the staff report, with links to all provided below.
10/11/16 SGC TCC Staff Report: http://sgc.ca.gov/resource%20files/10112016StaffReportTCC.pdf
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: http://sgc.ca.gov/resource%20files/NoticeofProposedTCCRulemakingFINAL092316.pdf
Initial Statement of Reasons: http://sgc.ca.gov/resource%20files/Initial_Statement_of_Reasons_TCC_Program_Allocation_FINAL_09-23-16.pdf
Signing Message from Gov. Brown for AB 2722: http://sgc.ca.gov/resource%20files/10112016TCCSigning_Message.pdf

If you have any questions regarding this item, please contact Rob Terry at (559) 233-4148 Ext. 222 orvia email at rterry@fresnocog.org.
Action: Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

TRANSPORTATION ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS
Measure C Transit Oriented Infrastructure for In-Fill Development Program (TOD) 5-year Review
(Kristine Cai) (Direction)
Exhibits: II A. ProjectsfundedbyTODProgram-2016
Summary: The Measure C TOD program was created to boost transit ridership and encourage transitsupportive land use such as compact development and mixed uses. It also supports livable and viabletransit oriented communities and strives to improve the range of transportation choice in the Fresnoregion. The TOD program is estimated to accrue $16.9 million in 20 years and $850,000 annually. 
The program started to award funding to qualified projects in 2012, and a total of $6.1 million has been
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B.

awarded in the first five funding cycles from 2012 to 2016. Attached with the agenda is a summary ofthe projects that have received TOD funding in the first five funding cycles. Under the existingguidelines, TOD funding can only be given to projects that are located in the three designated TODpriority investment areas, that is, downtown Fresno, Blackstone and Ventura/Kings Canyon BRTCorridor and Shaw Avenue Corridor from SR99 to SR 168. However, when approving the existingprogram guidelines in 2011, the COG Policy Board and the FCTA Board also directed that the TODprogram be reviewed after the fifth funding cycle, and "projects outside of the program applicationareas that meet the other criteria may apply."
Two TOD Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meetings have been held since the spring of 2016 todiscuss the TOD program review. No consensus could be reached among the TAC members, who arerepresentatives from the member agencies, local developers, BIA, transit providers, stakeholders andinterested public. City of Fresno, who is the exclusive beneficiary of the TOD program so far, is of theopinion that the TOD program should be kept under existing guideline unless other local governmentscan show that investments have been directed towards high capacity transit such as Bus Rapid Transit(BRT) and supportive land use decisions such as high density development and mixed uses have beenmade to support such high capacity transit system. City of Fresno proposed to update the PublicTransportation Infrastructure Study (PTIS), which could then become the basis of the TOD programupdate. The original PTIS made the recommendation for the 3 TOD priority investment areas in theexisting program guidelines. Fresno COG has successfully obtained a grant from Caltrans' SustainablePlanning Grant program to conduct a long range transit plan, which could serve as the PTIS update.The Long range transit plan study will be initiated in Oct/Nov., and is estimated to be completed in 2years.
City of Clovis, along with a few other small cities, believes that the TOD program should be opened tothe other cities since the fifth funding cycle has been completed. The scoring criteria in the existingguidelines should be revised to allow small cities to compete. There are examples of similar programsin other parts of the state that created different funding categories based on place types or urban/ruraldesignation. City of Clovis, City of Selma and City of Mendota were present at the August TOD TACmeeting and supported the TOD program update to move forward without the PTIS update. BIA wasalso in favor of the TOD opened to the entire region at the 6th funding cycle.
The TOD TAC could not reach consensus and no recommendation was made regarding how toproceed with the TOD update. TTC and PAC recommended that the TOD program update moveforward without an updated PTIS and that the scoring criteria be revised so that projects from smallcities can compete.
Action: Staff is seeking directions from the Policy Board on how to proceed with the TOD update.

Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities Grant Funding Recommendations (Rob Terry)
[INFORMATION]
Exhibits: II B . SGC_AHSC_Rd2_Funding_Recommendation_Chart II B. SGC_AHSC_Rd2_Staff_Report
Summary: Attached are the Strategic Growth Council's (SGC's) funding recommendations and staffreport for the 2015/2016 Affordable Housing and Sustainable Communities (AHSC) program. At theirOctober 11, 2016 meeting, the SGC officially approved the recommendations, including the two awardslisted below from the Fresno Region:
(1) City of Fresno - South Stadium Phase I TOD at $5,738,730; and
(2) Cesar Chavez Foundation - Kings Canyon Connectivity Project at $15,579,426
Between the two projects, the funding total is $21,318,156 (7% of the total $289,439,832 amountapproved).
Seven total awards were approved in the San Joaquin Valley, with three of those being rural projects(Kern: Wasco, Tulare: Dinuba, and Tulare: Lindsay). In total, the Valley will receive $60,562,042 (justunder 21% of the total). The Wasco project alone is a $18.6 million project, and the Kings Canyonproject is $15.5 million.
A full-day AHSC Workshop, hosted by SGC in partnership with the Department of Housing andCommunity Development and the Valley’s AHSC Technical Assistance Team, was held in Fresno (at
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C.

D.
1.

the Central Valley Community Foundation) on October 18 .  The meeting focused on next steps for thecurrent round (Round 2), potential adjustments to the guidelines and scoring criteria for Round 3, andcontinued outreach to assist both repeat applicants and first-time applicants within the program. Fresno COG staff was in attendance to discuss the agency’s role and ability concerning technicalsupport, etc.
For any questions regarding the AHSC program and/or activities associated with additional Cap andTrade auction proceeds, please contact Rob Terry at (559) 233-4148 Ext. 222 or via emailat rterry@fresnocog.org.
Action: Information.  Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

CALENVIROSCREEN 3.0 (Seth Scott) [INFORMATION]
Summary: The Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) has released a draftversion of CalEnviroScreen (CES) 3.0, which is a mapping tool that helps identify Californiacommunities that are most affected by pollution, and where people are often especially vulnerable topollution’s effects.  CES 2.0 has proven a useful tool to COG in its efforts to identify disadvantagedareas in the Fresno County region, and the new version has an updated methodology that somewhatchanges how areas of Fresno County compare with the rest of California.  The purpose of thispresentation is to discuss the notable changes present in the methodology and the results of CES 3.0as compared with the prior release (CES 2.0).
Major changes in the draft include:

More recent data for all indicators.
Improvements in the way some indicators are calculated to better reflect environmental conditions
or population vulnerability to pollution.
The addition of two new indicators reflecting health and socioeconomic vulnerability to pollution.

More information can be found at http://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen
Action: Information and discussion.  The deadline to submit comments to OEHHA regarding CES 3.0was Friday, October 21, 2016; however, one shouldn't hesitate to e-mail comments toCalEnviroScreen@oehha.ca.gov, or send them by mail to:
Carolyn FlowersOffice of Environmental Health Hazard AssessmentP. O. Box 4010Sacramento, California 95812-4010(916) 324-7572

2018 Regional Transportation Plan Update
RTP Roundtable kick-off meeting scheduled for October 20, 2016 (Brenda Veenendaal)
(INFORMATION)
Exhibits: II D 1. RTP Roundtable Kick-off October 20, 2016
Summary:  Fresno COG's Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 2042 charts a long-term courseinto the future of the Fresno County Region's transportation systems.  This plan addressesgreenhouse gas emissions reductions, outlining needs, goals and systems that are plannedsustainably, with purpose and direction. The Regional Transportation Plan provides the mobility tokeeping us moving. 
The RTP Roundtable, a committee formed to help advise and steer the update process, held theirfirst meeting on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. The agenda may be viewed at this link.COG staff will provide a verbal report to the Policy Board regarding the Roundtable meetingdiscussions. 
Action:  Information Item. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

th
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2.

3.

E.

RTP Roundtable - Remaining Vacancies (Brenda Veenendaal) (INFORMATION)
Summary:  The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Roundtable is developed to support FresnoCOG staff and COG standing committees in their development and preparation of the 2018 RTPand Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS).  It is vital to the success of the process that the RTPRoundtable help to generate consensus about the plan based upon the input of an informed andactive local constituency.  While the RTP Roundtable will provide comments and input on issuesrelated to development of the 2018 RTP/SCS, the final decisions on the RTP will be theresponsibility of the Fresno Council of Governments’ Policy Board.
This is item serves as a reminder that positions remain available on the RTP Roundtable forappropriate representation in the following categories:

Agriculture
Goods Movement
Banking, Finance or Real Estate
Tribal Governments
Affordable Housing

To apply for membership on the RTP Roundtable, please download the application form andsubmit it as described to Fresno COG staff.
Action: Information Item. Direction may be given at the discretion of the Policy Board.

2016 California Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines Update (Kristine Cai) (Information)
Exhibits: II D 3 Workgroup Meeting Dates
Summary: In light of the changes of state statues, passage of the Fixing America's SurfaceTransportation (FAST) Act and impending final rulemaking of the transportation performancemeasurements pursuant to the previous federal reauthorization (MAP-21), the State has launcheda comprehensive process to update  the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Guidelines. TheCalifornia Transportation Commission (CTC) is overseeing the update process and theCommission is scheduled to adopt the final 2016 RTP Guidelines in December 2016.
Besides incorporating the recent legislative changes, the 2016 RTP Guideline update will alsoreflect the latest advances in the practice of long range transportation planning, including, but notlimited to, improvement in the areas of modeling, public health, and other areas that may impactthe regional transportation plan.
Fresno COG has been actively involved in the update process, and has provided comments to thedraft RTP Guideline, which is available at CTC website at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/rtp/index.html.
Stakeholders have been engaged in the update process in different workgroups by topic areassuch as performance measures, modeling, public health, etc. A total of 7 workgroup meetings havebeen scheduled to discuss the comments that have been received. Attached is the workgroupmeeting schedule. A workgroup meeting will be held at Fresno State Foundation on October 12 todiscuss the environmental issues in the RTP Guidelines.
The 2016 RTP Guidelines when adopted by CTC in December will be applicable to Fresno COG's2018 RTP/SCS. Fresno COG staff is monitoring the update process closely and any questionsrelated to the RTP Guideline update can be directed to Kristine Cai at kcai@fresnocog.org or559-233-4148 ext. 215.
Action: Information. Direction may be provided at the discretion of the Policy Board.

Caltrans Report (CALTRANS)
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IV.

A.

V.
A.

VI.

Fresno COG Sitting as the Fresno Council of Governments Policy Board

REAFFIRM ALL ACTIONS TAKEN WHILE SITTING AS THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE

ADMINISTRATIVE CONSENT ITEMS
About Consent Items:
All items on the consent agenda are considered to be routine and non-controversial by COG staff andwill be approved by one motion if no member of the Committee or public wishes to comment or askquestions.  If comment or discussion is desired by anyone, the item will be removed from the consentagenda and will be considered in the listed sequence with an opportunity for any member of the publicto address the Committee concerning the item before action is taken.

Monthly Legislative Update (Brenda Veenendaal) [INFORMATION]
Exhibits: IV A.
To locate current and past year state bill information go to the Official California LegislativeInformation webpage at: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/
To locate current and past year federal bill information go to THOMAS, The Library of Congress’s billinformation website (in the spirit of Thomas Jefferson) at: http://thomas.loc.gov/
Please contact staff person, Brenda Veenendaal, if you have any questions or comments.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS
“Fresno Works” Request for Reaffirmation of Fresno COG Policy Board’s Support for High
Speed Rail (Tony Boren) [APPROVE]
Exhibits: V A. HSR Resolution Letter for Fresno COG V A. Resolution 16-35 High-Speed Rail HMF Support
Summary:  Fresno COG received a letter (attached) from the "Fresno Works" coalition requesting thatthe Fresno COG Policy Board reaffirm its support for the California High-Speed Rail Project. Therequest is based on the general consensus of those closely following the progress of the project, thatthe California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) will likely be making a decision on the location of theHeavy Maintenance Facility (HMF) within approximately 4-6 months. With that in mind, the "FresnoWorks" coalition believes that a resolution of support from the Fresno COG Policy Board would send astrong signal that the Fresno region is fully behind the project, which would strongly bolster our region'schances of being awarded the facility.  Attached is a resolution of support for the California High-SpeedRail Project.
Action:  Recommend the Fresno COG Policy Board adopt a Resolution of Support ( 2016-35) for theCalifornia High Speed Rail Project.

OTHER BUSINESS
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A.

B.

VII.

Items from Staff
Reminder: Next meeting will be November 17, 2016.1. 
Tonight's Dinner is featuring Uncle Harry's Classic Meals, Reedley.2. 

Items from Members

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS
This portion of the meeting is reserved for persons wishing to address the Committee on items within itsjurisdiction but not on this agenda. 
Note:  Prior to action by the Board on any item on this agenda, the public may comment on thatitem.  Unscheduled comments may be limited to 3 minutes.
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