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RE: December 1 Comment Letter Regarding Action Element Section 5.11 

Ms. Monaco: 

Fresno COG has received and thanks the Leadership Counsel for the comment letter dated 

December 1, 2017 regarding Action Element Section 5.11. Respectfully we offer the 

following responses: 

Comment: 

1. We recommend greater specificity as to commitments related to farmland

conservation. 

We are grateful to see that section 5.11 discusses the Model Farmland Conservation 

Program (MFCP), the San Joaquin Valley Greenprint and the recommendations made by 

the Ag Ad-Hoc Committee. Per the discussion at the October 25th RTP Roundtable 

meeting, we also appreciate Fresno COG's incorporation of San Joaquin Valley Greenprint 

layers into land use scenario development. 

But section 5.11 is unclear as to how the MFCP and Ad-Hoc Committee recommendations 

will inform the land use scenario and transportation investments in the RTP/SCS. In 

particular, while it notes that the Ad-Hoc Committee recommended "establishing scoring 

criteria . . .  to minimize the loss of prime farmland, unique farmland, farmland of statewide 

importance and farmland of local importance" consistent with a policy that "the 

construction of transportation projects minimize the loss of farmland," it does not address 

the current project evaluation criteria, which do not include farmland conservation. We 

would respectfully recommend that section 5.11 address this gap and, if it is too late to 

change the project evaluation criteria for the 2018 round, commit to incorporating 

farmland conservation into the criteria for the next round. 

Response: The Ad-Hoc Committee's recommended policy was incorporated in the Draft 

Policy Element 2.3.lCliii in the 2018 RTP/SCS. Important farmland was used as an indicator 

in the 2018 RTP/SCS scenario selection process and as a constraint in the scenario modeling 

process, which is documented in the SCS chapter. Fresno COG established a Project 

Evaluation Criteria Focus Group during the 2018 RTP/SCS development process. The group 

I F.






















