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A trade port in the San Joaquin Valley means
100K new jobs, cleaner air, better shipping
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John Beghin, of the Long Beach Container Terminal at the Port of Long Beach, watches a crane unload a ship. RICK LOOMIS/LOS 
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The California Inland Port is a project that enjoys bipartisan support — something rare in these 
hyperpartisan times. It is a global model for supply chain efficiency, clean logistics and economic 
development. This project would mean cleaner air, less greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs), reduced traffic, 
and 100,000 new jobs in the San Joaquin Valley.

The project is a paradigm shift for how we move cargo in California. The equivalent of more than 1.1 million 
container boxes are moved annually through the San Joaquin Valley, to and from the ports of Los Angeles  
and Long Beach. That is more than all the cargo that moves through the Port of Miami.

Approximately half of that is inbound cargo, mostly consumer goods; the other half is outbound cargo, 
mostly agricultural products. About 40 percent of the cargo moving north ends up in the Bay Area through 
distribution centers located in the northern part of the Valley.
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Today, all of this cargo moves via diesel-powered trucks. Consumer goods arrive at the ports in containers which are 
unloaded, then moved north. Agricultural exports move to the ports via truck, where they are containerized for export.

As we painfully discovered over the past two years, tremendous port congestion has disastrous consequences for our supply 
chain and the ability to get essential goods to the American people. Working in tandem with the Southern California ports, 
Inland Port proponents envision cargo being moved in containers to and from trade ports in the San Joaquin Valley and 
Sacramento, thereby reducing congestion at the coastal ports; and inbound cargo would then move to its final destination 
via trucks.

This can be done by incorporating rail, electric and hydrogen-powered trucks, and other evolving fuel technologies with the 
existing truck force that relies on traditional fuels. Having a diverse approach would greatly reduce Valley air pollution as 
well as GHGs. The analysis from the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District shows that the project could reduce 
nitrogen dioxide pollution by 84 percent and GHGs by 93 percent. That is welcome news for Valley residents, industry, and 
agriculture.

The California inland port is envisioned not just as a comprehensive North South goods movement system, but also as an 
economic game changer for the San Joaquin Valley. Form a deperiod form major trade points  What house multi model 
goods movement facilities and serve as private sector investment magnets with distribution facilities, e-commerce 
operations, durable and non-durable goods manufacturing, workforce training centers, research facilities, and retail 
operations to serve the tens of thousands of workers at each port.

Concentrating all of this industrial and distribution activity in a few sites, and ensuring efficient design throughout, will 
reduce the need to build fragmented industrial sites adjacent to centers of population.

The system also envisions six to eight satellite ports, smaller facilities to help consolidate goods movement and enhance 
economic competitiveness in virtually every county in the Valley.

Total projected investment in the system is forecast at about $15 billion, with about 1 percent of that in catalyst 
infrastructure funding by the public sector, and the rest of it coming from the private sector.

There are still many phases and hurdles this project must overcome before it becomes a reality for the Central Valley. So, 
why are we writing this now? Given the severe national supply chain issues we are facing, the critical need to improve our 
air quality and reduce emissions, and the urgent need to expand economic opportunity for Valley residents, we support 
fast-tracking construction of the backbone of the system.

We envision this as a system that would include two initial trade ports, one in the north and the other in the center of the 
Valley, to become operational in 2024, with the rest of the system to be built-out over the ensuing years.

Seldom do we see a project with so many benefits for the Valley, the state and the nation. We should approach it with a 
sense of urgency.

Jim Costa is a Democrat representing Fresno, Madera and Merced; 
David Valadao is a Republican representing Hanford and parts of Kern, Tulare and Fresno counties. 
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