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	Priority title: Millerton Road Widening and Safety Improvements
	Sponsoring agency/business: County of Fresno
	Name & Title: Samantha Buck, Deputy County Administrative Officer
	Organization: County of Fresno, County Administrative Office
	Email Address: sbuck@fresnocountyca.gov
	Phone number: Office (559) 600-1215
	Page 1 Priority Title: Millerton Road Widening and Safety Improvements
	Page 1 Introduction: The requested funding would help construct the Millerton Road Widening Project, to include additional safety features, with remaining project costs estimated at $35 million.  The proposed project widens a 3.5-mile stretch of Millerton Road from a two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided arterial roadway. It spans from North Fork Road in the community of Friant to Marina Drive.
	Page 1 Ask 1: The project has been ongoing for a number of years and has experienced delays due to environmental, right of way, and utility concerns.  The project is now ready for construction; however, funding for the project is insufficient due to rising construction costs and unexpected issues.  During the time the County was working through the delays, Table Mountain Rancheria, the Chukchansi band of Yokut and Monache tribes of Indigenous Americans, widened a 0.8 mile section of the roadway in front of their newly built casino on Millerton Road from two-lane to four-lane, which starts at the casino entrance and ends at Marina Drive/Winchell Cove Drive.  The change from four-lane to two-lane traveling west on Millerton Road creates a bottleneck which is very abrupt and has resulted in a number of severe crashes, some fatal. Between 2012 and May 2023 there were 44 collisions; 9 were fatalities and 26 were injuries within 900 feet of the intersection.  The County has proposed a roundabout at this intersection, which adds approximately $4 million to the project.  The roundabout should significantly reduce the number of crashes and deaths that have happened in that location.  Additionally, widening the remainder of the road will improve the bottleneck at the intersection.  Development fees are currently $5,000 per parcel, and are adjusted annually for inflation, but only $1.2 milliion has been collected to date.  Projected development fees over the next 10 years are estimated to be $3 million. As part of a sovereign nation, Table Mountain Casino is not legally required to pay traffic impact fees, but they have contributed by paying for the project’s design and some environmental studies.
	Page 1 Background: Millerton Road is the primary corridor that Table Mountain Rancheria tribe members rely on to access their lands and governmental operation. It is used by more than 1,300 employees of Table Mountain Rancheria and thousands of patrons and is integral to their economic success. Millerton Road currently serves a unique blend of local, commuter, recreational, and public facility traffic and is utilized daily to transport children within several School Districts. To this end, expanding Millerton would potentially reduce the number of accidents on this stretch of roadway and make this area much safer for all motorists/residents. As a vital connection in and out of the forested areas of Fresno County, a newly approved Fire Station site for the Fresno County Fire protection District would provide an additional layer of public safety for this thoroughfare and region. The widening and improvements to be constructed as a part of this project will tie the foothill area to the Fresno/Clovis metropolitan area. By supporting regional development and economic growth, property values can be improved and related construction and service industries will be sustained. Additionally, the residual impacts and job creation caused by such investment will reverberate throughout the region. The County's objectives for the project are: 1. Accommodate a higher level of projected traffic demand, and promote improved traffic operations, as well as bike and motorist safety 2. Increase community safety by decreasing the California Fire Department’s response times to fires in the region 3. Bolster regional tourism by better accommodating seasonal traffic to the scenic Millerton Lake State Park 4. Improve access to Table Mountain Rancheria tribal lands (the project has been preliminarily designed by Table Mountain Rancheria’s consultant group, AECOM). The project will achieve these objectives by transforming the current two-lane rural roadway into a four-lane divided arterial roadway with paved shoulders, including signed and striped bicycle lanes. Several public road intersections, private road intersections, and driveway intersections would be improved to accommodate the widening of the road and median improvements. A roundabout would be constructed at the intersection of Millerton Road and Marina Drive/Winchell Cove Drive to reduce accidents and promote safer driving practices.  Additionally, the project will include new, pocketed, left-turn lanes, and a new, two-lane, pre-stressed I girder bridge to complement the already existing bridge over Friant-Kern Canal to accommodate the four-lane road widening. These alterations will contribute to a higher level of safety and utility for motorists and bicyclists.  Finally, erosion control measures will line all embankment area slopes, as well as on cut slopes when the slope material will support growth. The reconstructed roadway would generally follow the alignment of the existing roadway, with deviations needed to upgrade the horizontal and vertical geometry to current standards.The Millerton Road project, which has been on the “Measure C” project list since the voters approved it in 2006, has also been on the COG “One Voice” list during past trips to Washington DC; however, this time, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) work required for this project has now been completed.
	Page 1 Transportation Policy Connection: N/A
	Page 2 Economic Benefits: The recreational activities at Millerton Lake State Park provide a considerable contribution to the local economy. Tourism increases traffic flows and congestion, but the negative effects of this traffic influx will be reduced by the proposed road improvements. Additionally, improved traffic conditions will enhance the overall experience for Millerton Lake State Park’s visitors.  

Several housing and commercial developments are in various stages of planning and construction along Millerton Road. The Millerton Specific Plan provides for a mixed-use development on 1,420 acres, with an ultimate population between 8,000 and 10,000 people, who will reside in up to 3,500 dwelling units. That population will be supported by retail commercial uses, public services and utilities, parks, and a public school.  

	Page 2 Attachments: 
Map attached
	Page 2 Name Title Submitter: Mohammad Alimi, Division Engineer
	Page 2 Submitter Organization: County of Fresno, Department of Public Works and Planning
	Page 2 Submitter Email Address: malimi@fresnocountyca.gov
	Page 2 Submitter Phone: (559) 417-2109 | (559) 600-4505
	Page 2 Submitter Address: 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor, Fresno, CA 93721
	Page 2 Name Title Participant: 
	Page 2 Organization Participant: 
	Page 2 Email Address Participant: 
	Page 2 Phone Participant: 
	Page 2 Address Participant: 


