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2025-26 Fresno COG One Voice 
Advocacy Trip
Regional Priorities Submittal Form
Submittal Deadline: Wed., Jan. 15, 2026

Keep your regional priority content to less than three pages long. Do not change the font (Arial). Contact Brenda Thomas at bthomas@fresnocog with questions.
One Voice Proposed Priority title: 
East Side Cities Regional Corridor Improvements Project

Sponsoring agency/business: 

City of Fowler

1. Request summary – provide specific “ask”. Keep this brief. It should not include the project history or background:

The East Side Cities Regional Corridor improvements project proposes to redesign the interchange facilities at the Manning Avenue exit of State Route 99 in the City of Fowler, California. This interchange is located at the southern end of the City, in an industrial area that has seen significant growth in recent years. The interchange onto Manning Avenue also facilitates traffic from State Route 99 to the cities of Parlier, Reedley, Selma, and Orange Cove, all of which are located to the east of Fowler and are primarily reached via Manning Avenue. The City of Fowler is seeking $6 million for planning and outreach activities, preliminary designs, and environmental review for this effort.


2. About the Priority: (Provide specific information about your proposed priority. Include information you want included in the trip materials.) 

The City of Fowler is seeking $6 million to fund the planning, environmental review, and preliminary design of a redesigned Manning Avenue interchange on SR 99. The redesigned interchange would primarily involve the design of facilities for motorized vehicles, due to the nature and location of the ramps. Redesign and improvement is necessary for the interchange to successfully meet the service needs of the surrounding area, but this also brings with it an opportunity to greatly improve the efficiency of the interchange and thus increase the efficiency of goods movement through Fowler and the region at large.

The redesigned interchange would increase connectivity between the industrial development in Fowler and the Central Valley region. Improvements to the interchange would increase freight and supply chain movement from the industrial area surrounding the interchange and provide greater regional connectivity to the nearby communities that use the Manning Avenue ramps to access SR 99. These communities include Parlier, Reedley, Selma, and Orange Cove. The redesign project would ultimately facilitate additional access to the larger regional cities of Fresno and Visalia and beyond.

Furthermore, recent development in Fowler and the Central Valley has resulted in levels of traffic at the Manning Avenue SR 99 interchange that do not meet City standards. Traffic studies conducted in 2017 and 2019 have shown that the interchange is insufficient from a Level of Service (LOS) standpoint. While the northbound on ramp has an existing morning and evening LOS rating of A, the southbound ramps have a morning and evening LOS rating of B. The northbound off ramp has a morning rating of D and an evening rating of F, which fails to meet the standards of the City of Fowler General Plan. It is anticipated that the LOS has decreased since the last time of study. The General Plan encourages a LOS of C throughout the City, though it recognizes that D may be an appropriate LOS at State Route 99 interchanges and major intersections.



3. Priority background – (Include the priority issues, history and an explanation of the regional significance if not provided in question 1)

Fowler is a major access point to SR 99, Golden State Boulevard, and the regional connections of those transportation facilities for other Central Valley communities, including Orange Cove, Selma, Reedley, and Parlier, among others. Fowler is also an employment center, with a variety of commercial and industrial employment opportunities. The City, with its connections to SR 99, is important for industrial goods movement within the Central Valley. The proposed project would further facilitate these connections by improving the Manning Avenue interchange and increasing access to the regional highway network from the industrial center of Fowler, a benefit for the City itself and the other regional communities that use this interchange daily. Approximately 15-17% of vehicles on SR 99 near the Manning Avenue interchange are heavy commercial vehicles.

The Manning Avenue interchange was installed in 1965. Safety and road standards have changed significantly since that time and Caltrans does not currently recommend the design of the existing facilities. The proposed project is a vital first step in updating the interchange and bringing it in line with the current design philosophy for these facilities.

Development has increased in Fowler and the Central Valley region. The LOS of the Manning Avenue interchange and adjacent intersections does not meet the requirements of the City of Fowler General Plan. Current development patterns suggest that the intersection will continue to fail and cause regional disruption without improvement. The segment of SR 99 near the Manning Avenue interchange already accommodates between 61,000 and 67,100 vehicles per day, depending on direction of travel. It is anticipated that volumes in this area could reach 123,700 vehicles per day by 2040.


4. If your priority is not transportation related, are there any transportation policy connections?

The priority is directly related to transportation.


5. Attach high-resolution photos, graphics or other explanatory attachments for the One Voice trip materials. Do not copy and paste them here, attach them as separate electronic files. Then, describe the attachments and include them with your submittal. 

Two aerial images are included. The Manning Aerial shows the interchange itself while the Manning Regional Aerial demonstrates the other nearby jurisdictions that utilize the interchange to access SR 99.

6. Contact – Include the contact information for the priority submittal and the contact information of the person that will be attending the One Voice trip to speak on behalf of the priority:
Project Contact:
Michael Reid, City Manager
City of Fowler
mreid@ci.fowler.ca.us 
Office: 559-834-3113 x111
128 S. 5th Street,
Fowler, CA 93625

One Voice Participant:
Juan Mejia, Mayor
City of Fowler
jmejia@ci.fowler.ca.us 
Office: 559-834-3113
128 S. 5th Street,
Fowler, CA 93625
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